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Andreanecia Morris  
Executive Director HousingNOLA

This year marks a turning point for the City of New 
Orleans and our collective efforts to address the city’s 
Affordable Housing Crisis. Not only is it the 20th An-
niversary of Hurricane Katrina, it’s also the organiza-

tion’s 10th Anniversary and marks the end of Hous-
ingNOLA’s Innovative 10-year strategy. Unfortunately, 
New Orleans’ Housing Crisis has not abated—with 
the combination of COVID and climate change we find 
ourselves at risk of losing precious ground. The entire 
State of Louisiana finds itself in the midst of an insur-
ance crisis that has put much of its people at risk.

There are four troubling trends that New Orleans 
residents are facing:
• New Orleans is losing population,
• Renters and owners earning less than $50,000 are 

cost burdened,
• Homeownership opportunities for renters are lim-

ited, and

Families in New Orleans face mounting challenges as rising rents and limited Affordable Housing options push many to the brink of displacement.
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• New Orleans has a 20% vacancy 
rate on existing units.
New Orleans lost more than 

25,000 residents between 2019 
and 2023, according to Census 
figures. The pressures of spiking 
prices and lost jobs during COVID 
and the expenses of Hurricane Ida 
may have contributed to this loss. 
The population shifts are hitting 
a key demographic: households 
that make less than $25,000 per 
year or people earning $12 per 
hour. Most renters earning less 
than $35,000 per year are severely 
cost-burdened, meaning they pay 
more than 50% of their income in 
housing costs. Nearly 70% of rent-
er households earning $35,000 
- $50,000 per year are cost-bur-
dened or severely cost-burdened.

A 2024 Report from Fannie Mae 
highlighted high insurance premi-
ums and year-over-year increases 
for New Orleans multifamily prop-
erties – including market-rate and 
affordable properties. Owners 
are also experiencing significant 
cost burden as most owners earn-
ing less than $35,000 are cost-bur-
dened—paying more than 30% of 

their income towards their costs 
like insurance, taxes and utilities. 
Even higher-income owners also 
have high percentages of cost bur-
den with one-third of homeowners 
earning $75K - $100K being cost-
burdened. The Climate and Com-
munity Institute worked with Hous-
ingNOLA to analyze increases in 
insurance premium costs and bur-
dens for standard policies. Costs 
have increased 43% across Louisi-
ana from 2021 to 2024.

It’s also difficult for renters to be-
come first time homeowners in this 
market. Once, higher rents meant 
that renters could and should be-
come homeowners. Unfortunately, 
renters and owners making less 
than 30% of Area Median Income 
(about $25,000) spend a large pro-
portion of their incomes on energy 
costs alone. To afford the median 
home in New Orleans at $245,000, 
renters need an income of $86,000 
without subsidy, or an income of 
$70,000 with the existing soft sec-
ond program (which would only 
allow families of 4 or more people 
to qualify based on the 80% AMI re-
quirement).

New Orleans also has an approx-
imately 20% vacancy rate, which is 
more than 40,000 vacant housing 
units. The largest number of va-
cant units (10,000) are currently 
for rent. Another 10,000 units ei-
ther need repairs before occupancy 
or are undergoing repairs. Some 
would suggest that this would 
mean it’s a buyer’s market, but high 

interest rates and spiking insurance 
costs mean that homeownership is 
a risky investment.

Despite these trends mean 
that there are still a need and op-
portunity for meaningful change, 
HousingNOLA’s response to this 
new storm has proven to be ef-
fective and impactful. Buoyed by 
last year’s Historic Housing Trust 

Fund vote, this year HousingNO-
LA will integrate its Housing for 
All Investment Strategy with its 
policy framework to directly con-
nect the creation and retention of 
Affordable Housing opportunities 
with investments not only from 
public sources but allow for much 
needed private investments.

The Housing for All Invest-
ment Strategy will engage at the 
neighborhood level in New Or-
leans to mitigate immediate risks 
with New Orleans Housing Trust 
Fund, secure additional funding 
for weatherization and fortify roofs 
to bring online thousands of new 
or unused properties and support 
federal and statewide initiatives 
that will address the insurance cri-
sis. This fall voters will have the 
chance to elect leaders to the City 
Hall (seven council members, one 
Assessor and one Mayor) who 
must aid in the execution of these 
strategies. The current set of lead-
ers must also do their part--New 
Orleans’ 2026 Budget must be a 
moral document to reflect what 
voters told their leaders clearly 
last year--#PutHousingFirst!

Cover Story
Cover Story, Continued from page 2.

Community advocates call for urgent solutions as the housing 
crisis continues to strain working families and vulnerable 
residents across the city.
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Leona Harris 70th Birthday 
Celebration

Photos by Glenn Summers 
Data News Weekly Staff 
Photographer

Leona’s 70th birthday was 
nothing short of extraordinary, 
as family, friends, and loved 
ones gathered at B’s Legacy 
Hall to honor a woman whose 
life has touched so many. 
Guests enjoyed a night of food, 
fun, lively music, and a beauti-
ful atmosphere filled with the 
spirit of love and community. 
Surrounded by those dear-
est to her, Leona’s milestone 
birthday was not just a party, 
but a testament to a legacy of 
family, friendship, and faith. A 
night of memories to be cher-
ished forever. 

Family and friends came together in joy and love to celebrate Leona’s (center) 70th birthday.

For yourself. For family. For community. 

GP2 is seeking Black and African American people age 18 
and older — both with and without Parkinson’s disease — for  
a research study.

20250718-US-ENG-PA-PAD-V2.0_New Orleans

Participants will help advance 
knowledge about Parkinson’s 
disease in Black and African 
American people.

To learn more, please call  
1-866-274-1912 or visit  
blaacpd.org

The Global Parkinson’s Genetics Program (GP2)  
is an international research program. 

GP2 aims to learn more about gene changes  
that may cause Parkinson’s in people from  
all backgrounds.
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Leona Harris celebrating her 70th birthday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OCTOBER 22002255 
Join Us   

for Archives Month 
hosted at the 

Notarial Archives  
Research Center 

CChheellsseeyy  RRiicchhaarrdd  NNaappoolleeoonn  
CClleerrkk  ooff  CCiivviill  DDiissttrriicctt  CCoouurrtt    

aanndd  EExx--OOffffiicciioo  RReeccoorrddeerr  

For more information, or to RSVP, please 
contact the Research Center at  

civilclerkresearchctr@orleanscdc.com or 
504.407.0106 

 
Clerk of Civil District Court  

Notarial Archives Research Center 
1340 Poydras Street, Suite 360  

New Orleans, LA 70112 
WWW.ORLEANSCIVILCLERK.COM 

ARCHIVES MONTH EXHIBIT LAUNCH 
Wednesday, October 1    5:30 PM - 7:30 PM 

DAYTIME TOURS  

Thursday, October 9 
10:00 AM –11:00 AM 

 Tuesday, October 14 
 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

VIRTUAL SHOWCASES  

New Blog every Wednesday in October on 200 YEARS 
LOUISIANA CIVIL CODE! Visit www.orleanscivilclerk.com    

INTRODUCTION TO HISTORICAL RECORDS  
SEMINAR — 1.25 FREE CLE CREDITS 

Tuesday, October 7 
9:00 AM- 10:30 AM RSVP by October 1 

Tuesday, November 4 
9:00 AM- 10:30 AM RSVP by October 28 

CONDUCTING A CHAIN OF TITLE SEMINAR —  
2.0 FREE CLE CREDITS  

Wednesday, October 15 
9:00 AM - 11:00 AM 

RSVP by October 8 

Wednesday, November 18 
9:00 AM - 11:00 AM 

RSVP by November 11 
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Eric Connerly  
Data News Weekly 
Contributor

Congressman Troy A. Carter, 
Sr. (D-LA) is raising concerns af-
ter reports surfaced that the Pen-
tagon had drafted a Proposal to 
Deploy 1,000 Louisiana National 
Guard Troops for policing duties 
in New Orleans.

The plan, revealed in leaked 
documents obtained by the Wash-
ington Post, is not an official order. 
Pentagon officials have already stat-
ed that the document should not be 
interpreted as policy. No request for 
Guard Assistance has been made 
by Louisiana’s State Leadership.

Still, Carter called the draft 
“deeply troubling,” warning against 
what he described as speculative 

and politically motivated ideas.
“New Orleans should not be 

used as a testing ground for politi-
cally motivated plans,” Carter said.

Falling Crime Rates 
Undercut Justification  

The Congressman emphasized 
that the city is seeing the lowest 
crime rates in decades, with both 
homicides and overall crime trend-
ing downward. “There is no emer-
gency that justifies militarizing our 
city streets,” he said.

Carter’s Alternative 
Priorities  

Instead of deploying the Na-
tional Guard, Carter urged federal 
leaders to invest in solutions that 
strengthen local law enforcement 
and communities:

• Recruitment and training of po-
lice officers to ensure a trusted, 
prepared force.

• Resources for the District Attor-
ney’s office to improve prosecu-
tions and reduce repeat offenses.

• Reviving community policing ini-
tiatives, modeled on efforts from 
the 1990s under President Clin-
ton, that emphasized cooperation 
between officers and residents.

Guard Should Focus on 
Disasters, Not Policing  

Carter argued that the Louisi-
ana National Guard must remain 
focused on true emergencies, such 
as hurricanes and natural disasters, 
where their rapid response is essen-
tial. “Louisiana deserves resources, 
respect, and genuine partnership, 
not militarization,” Carter said.

Newsmaker

State & Local News

Rep. Troy Carter Blasts Pentagon Draft Plan  
to Send National Guard to New Orleans

 Louisiana Congressman Troy A. Carter

Inaugural Watermelon Festival Celebrates 
Community Resilience in New Orleans

Story and Photos by  
Deon Arnold Data News 
Weekly Contributor

The New Orleans Water Collab-
orative hosted its first-ever Water-
melon Festival, a celebration rooted 
in culture, resilience, and commu-
nity solidarity. The festival capped 
off a week-long series of events for 
“NOLA Water Week,” which high-
lighted water justice, healing, and 
education across the city encourag-
ing businesses and non-profits to 
support residents in the long pro-
cess of recovery in this city.

“We always wanted to do it be-
cause we’re a nonprofit focused 
on water equity and water justice,” 
said Sierra Harrison, Operations 
Manager of the NOLA Water Col-
laborative.

“Watermelon has long been tied 
to Black farming and community, 
but too often it was reduced to a 
stereotype. For us, it stands for soli-
darity and community,” Harrison 
said.

Attendees explored vendors of-
fering fresh produce, holistic eats, 
and even pickled watermelon rinds. 
By reframing the fruit’s image, 
organizers hope to reclaim it as a 
symbol of empowerment and resil-

ience.
The Watermelon Festival also 

served as the closing event of 
NOLA Water Week which featured 
educator workshops, healing cir-
cles for Black women, policy dis-
cussions, and film screenings.

“In a literal sense, the Watermel-
on Festival is our crescendo,” said 
Keree Blanks, Manager of Merri-
ment for the Collaborative. “It com-
memorates Katrina’s Anniversary, 

but it also builds positive experi-
ences around water.”

“Too many in New Orleans 
only associate water with loss or 
destruction in the aftermath of Ka-
trina. We want to change that nar-
rative,” Blanks said, adding that 
planning was extensive, requiring 
“50,000 emails, phone calls, and co-
ordination” with local businesses.

The Water Collaborative part-
nered with Ruby Slipper Café, 

which hosted the festival at its 
Broad Street location, and Liquid 
I.V. to make the festival possible, 
while Black-owned vendors like So 
Fresh and Healthy NOLA provided 
produce, face painting, and hydra-
tion stations.

“Every vendor here is a local 
business, and most are Black-
owned,” Blanks said. “We wanted 
to show people that collaboration 
between small businesses and com-

munity organizations isn’t just pos-
sible, it’s powerful.”

For vendors, the festival was 
more than a celebration; it was a 
business opportunity.

“It provides small businesses 
like me, especially ones starting 
out, an opportunity to get our name 
out there,” said Stephen Sellers, 
owner of Second Vine Goods, who 
brought his homemade watermel-
on jam to the event.

“I’ve already had people follow 
me on Instagram, buy my products, 
and save my number. It’s helped 
me grow by at least a few custom-
ers today, and hopefully more by 
the end,” Sellers said.

Both organizers and vendors ex-
pressed hope that the Watermelon 
Festival will become an Annual 
Tradition. Beyond food and music, 
the event aims to remind residents 
that water can represent joy, com-
munity, and renewal; especially in a 
city still navigating the Legacies of 
Katrina.

“In five years, no one knows 
what New Orleans will look like be-
cause the city is sinking,” Harrison 
said. “But we believe in building 
awareness, reclaiming culture, and 
educating people about how they 
can make a difference.”

Community members gathered at the NOLA Water Week Watermelon Festival, celebrating summer flavors 
while raising awareness about the importance of clean water and sustainability in New Orleans.
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Federal Cuts Strip $350 Million From HBCUs 
and Minority-Serving Institutions

Stacy M. Brown  
NNPA Newswire Senior 
National Correspondent

The U.S. Department of Educa-
tion has announced the cancellation 
of $350 million in federal grants that 
had been designated for Historical-
ly Black Colleges and Universities 
and other minority-serving institu-
tions.

Education Secretary Linda Mc-
Mahon stated that the department 
will “no longer award Minority-
Serving Institution grants that dis-
criminate by restricting eligibility to 
institutions that meet government-
mandated racial quotas.” She added 
that the administration intends to 
redirect the money toward pro-
grams “that advance Administra-
tion priorities.” The funding has 
supported initiatives including 
laboratory equipment purchases, 
classroom improvements, student 
tutoring services, and endowment 
growth. The cuts immediately drew 
criticism from leaders of colleges 
and universities who said the loss 
would harm students and damage 
institutions that depend on the re-
sources.

“Without this funding, students 
will lose the critical support they 
need to succeed in the classroom, 
complete their degrees on time, 
and achieve social mobility for 
themselves and their families,” said 
Mildred García, Chancellor of the 
California State University System. 
“These funds strengthen entire 
campuses, creating opportunities 
and resources that benefit all stu-
dents, especially those pursuing 
STEM Fields, as well as enhancing 
the communities where these col-
leges and universities are located,” 
said David Mendez, Interim CEO 
of the Hispanic Association of Col-

leges and Universities.
University of Hawaiʻi President 

Wendy Hensel added that the cuts 
will affect “all of our students, the 
programs that support them, and 
the dedicated staff who carry out 
this work.” The department’s an-
nouncement follows a lawsuit filed 
in June by the State of Tennessee 
and Students for Fair Admissions, 
which argued the programs were 
discriminatory because of enroll-
ment eligibility requirements. In 
July, the Department of Justice said 
it would not defend the grants, with 
Solicitor General D. John Sauer 
writing that they violated the Con-
stitutional Right to Equal Protec-
tion.

According to HBCU Buzz, the 
decision has sent shockwaves 
across campuses, with advocates 

warning that programs support-
ing mentorship, STEM pipelines, 
and scholarships are at risk. Law-
makers, including Senator Patty 
Murray, have said the Education 
Department acted unilaterally 
without consulting Congress. The 
debate over funding arrives as 
HBCUs continue to face historic 
underfunding. CNN fact-checkers 
reported that while the Biden-
Harris Administration had di-
rected $16 billion to HBCUs from 
2021 to 2024, Trump previously 
proposed more than $100 million 
in cuts to HBCU Programs during 
his term, despite later claiming he 
had been uniquely responsible for 
funding the schools. The Educa-
tion Department confirmed that 
roughly $132 million in Manda-
tory Congressional Allocations for 
Fiscal 2025 will still be distributed, 
though officials said they are con-
tinuing to review the legal ques-
tions surrounding those funds. 

National News
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DATA CLASSIFIED
Call 504-821-7421 to 

place your classified ad.

Job Opportunity

Freelance 
Writers 
Wanted

Data News Weekly, “The 
People’s Paper, is looking 

for freelence writers 
to join our team print 
and digital team.  We 
need writers who can 

cover New Orleans news 
stories, ranging from 

local high school sports, 
community events, City 
Hall and entertainment.  
Experience in print is 

necessary, experience in 
digital and social media 

are encouraged.

Compensation is 
competitive and great 

story ideas will be 
appreciated.  

If you are interested, 
please email your resume 
and 3 writing samples to:  
terrybjones@bellsouth.

net and datanewseditor@
bellsouth.net.

We can’t wait to 
hear from you!

Job Opportunity

Administrative 
Assistant 
Wanted

Data News Weekly, “The 
People’s Paper, is looking 

for an administrative 
assistant.

Compensation is 
competitive and detail 

orientation will be 
appreciated.  

If you are interested, 
please email  

your resume to:   
terrybjones@bellsouth.net

This space can be 
yours for only $50

Call Now!
504-821-7421
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A loved one showing impaired decision making may be 
experiencing a symptom of Alzheimer’s or other dementia.

Search for ...

decreased judgment

Learn the signs at 10signs.org


