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Voting Matters
On October 18, 2024, early voting begins for an elec-

tion where the future of Democracy is on the ballot. 

This is one of the many talking points of the Demo-
cratic Party in their case to get Kamala Harris elected 
President of the United States.

Data News Weekly spoke to Randal L. Gaines, Chair 
of the Louisiana Democratic Party (The third African 
American to lead the party). We talked to him about 
their agenda and the future of their party.

Making A Difference (A Record 
of Effective Leadership) 

Randal L. Gaines is a product of the River Parishes. 
Gaines has distinguished himself as an attorney, pub-
lic servant, and military leader.

“In this election and moving forward we are focused 
on not only getting people to the polls to vote, but to 

Randal L. Gaines is the Chair of the Louisiana Democratic Party. He is the 3rd African American to hold this post. He’s been a leading voice in the 
Democratic Party, working with leaders from across the state to pass legislation that has a positive impact in the lives of voters.
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rebuild from the ground up gaining 
the voters’ confidence and winning 
local elections,” says Gaines.

Gaines serves as State Repre-
sentative, State of Louisiana, Dis-
trict 57. As a State Legislator for 
the State of Louisiana, State Rep-
resentative Randal Gaines’s duties 
include creating, advocating, and 
passing laws to govern the State of 
Louisiana, as well as enacting laws 
that ensure effective and prudent 
investment, management, and allo-

cation of state revenue.
His legislative record has had an 

impact that matters to the constitu-
ents. As a member of the Louisiana 
Legislative Black Caucus, he led the 
statewide charge to enable the pas-
sage of the Constitutional Amend-
ment repealing the “Non-unanimous 
Jury Verdict Law” removing the last 
racially discriminatory Jim Crow 
Era Law from Louisiana law books. 
Where he organized the voter turn 
or effort that enabled the provision 

repealing the law to win a remarkable 
61 of the state’s 64 parishes.

Historic Election and the 
Right to Representation

“This election is impor tant 
in enfranchising more of our 
constituents. We have a new-
ly created 6th Congressional 
District, and it is a step for-
ward for a state that is 33% 
African American. They need 
to have representation that re-

flects the issues that are im-
por tant to them.”

While these new develop-
ments are encouraging, this 
does not always equal voters get-
ting to the polls. This is not only 
the case with African American 
voters, but others as well. Voter 
apathy is a real phenomenon, 
and Gaines believes the Loui-
siana Democratic Party has a 
strategy that will address this 
problem.

Louisiana Democratic 
Party: Building Bridges 
and Creating Solutions

“Voter apathy is not a lack of 
interest in voting and civic en-
gagement, it is a lack of leader-
ship connecting with the issues 
that matter most to voters,” re-
marks Gaines.

“We are now traveling state-
wide visiting communities to 
understand their needs and 
building our policy agendas 
in this fashion. I think some-
times there are disconnects 
between the leaders and those 
they ser ve. In the LDP, we are 
in the process of working on 
solutions that impact families 
across the state regardless of 
whether they are Democrats, 
Republicans, or Independents.”

“The Louisiana Democratic 
Par ty, and the par ty nation-
wide, is about working toward 
solutions, building bridges 
that connect people across the 
political spectr um. We realize 
that voter engagement must 
go beyond political cycles if 
we are to make this state a 
better state for all our resi-
dents,” says Gaines.

Cover Story
Cover Story, Continued from page 2.

Chairman Gaines (Middle Photo with VP and Democratic Presidential Candidate Kamala Harris) states, that this is a history-making election and 
that all people should get out and let their voices be heard at the polls.
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Visit www.ladatanews.com for more photos from these events.

Ashe Rooftop Festival 2024
Photos by Glenn Summers  
and Gerald Villavasso  
Data News Weekly 
Contributors

On October 11th and 12th, 
The Ashé Cultural Arts Cen-
ter’s 2nd Annual Rooftop Festi-
val & Gala was a celebration of 
the people, places, and philoso-
phies of the African Diaspora 
and over 25 years of impact 
through art, cultural program-
ming, and community develop-
ment work in New Orleans.

It was two days of great mu-
sic, food and fun. Data News 
Weekly was there; here are 
some of the highlights.



Page 5www.ladatanews.com October 19 - October 25, 2024 Data Zone

Ashe’s Second Annual Rooftop Festival was an amazing weekend and a party with a purpose. A who’s who of New Orleans 
came out to enjoy this great event.

DO SOMETHING LOUISIANA!
VOTE DEMOCRAT &

KAMALA HARRIS
TIM WALZ

TROY A. CARTER, SR.
U.S. Representative

District 2

President & VP
of the United States

#6

EARLY VOTING
Friday, October 18 -

Tuesday, October 29
(Except Sundays)

ELECTION DAY
Tuesday,

November 5

PAID FOR BY DEMOCRATIC STATE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF LA,
WWW.LOUISIANADEMOCRATS.ORG,

NOT AUTHORIZED BY ANY CANDIDATE OR CANDIDATE’S COMMITTEE.
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Data News Weekly 
Encouraging All to Get 
Out and Vote!!!

Benjamin Bates  
Data News Weekly 
Contributor

It is that time again to let your 
voices be heard at the polls. Early 
voting in Louisiana for the upcom-
ing Tuesday, Nov. 5th Presidential 
Election begins Friday, Oct. 18th 
and runs until Tuesday, Oct. 29th.

During these days registered 
voters can cast their ballots early 
to decide the next President of The 
United States along with local races 
and amendments.

Contests taking place in New 
Orleans include U.S. House of Rep-

resentative District 2, races for the 
Orleans Paris School Board, and an 
amendment surrounding increased 
coastal protection.

Voter Information
The last day of online voter reg-

istration is Tuesday, Oct. 15th. The 
last day to register by mail was 
Monday, Oct. 7th.

The last day to request a mail-in 
ballot is Friday, Nov.1st and the last 
day to mail it in is Monday, Nov. 4th.

Early voting locations will be 
open from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. across 
all parishes.

These are the early voting 
locations in Orleans Parish: 

City Hall,  
1300 Perdido St., #1w24
New Orleans, La 70112-2127

Algiers Courthouse
225 Morgan St Rm#105
New Orleans, La 70114

Voting Machine Warehouse
8870 Chef Menteur Hwy
New Orleans, La 70127

Lake Vista Community Center
6500 Spanish Fort Blvd, 2nd Floor
Meeting Room
New Orleans, La 70124

Treme Community Center
900 North Villere St
New Orleans, La 70116

Newsmaker

Early Voting from October 18th 
through October 29th

Making New Orleans Culture  
Globally Accessible

 NOTCF Enhances the Cultural Economy 
Through New Information System

Data News Staff Edited 
Report

The New Orleans Tourism and 
Cultural Fund (NOTCF) is on the 
search for businesses to develop its 
groundbreaking Cultural Informa-
tion System (CIS). Through this 
digital platform, NOTCF will pro-
mote local cultural artists, organiza-
tions and events while amplifying 
resources, and local programming 
for the community and tourists.

The CIS Development is in re-
sponse to recommendations from 
NOTCF’s Cultural Working Group 
(CWG), a cohort of local cultural 
community leaders that inform the 
organization’s programming and 
funding opportunities. The goal of 
this initiative is to enhance the cul-
tural economy and engage more 
global business directly with local 
talent, ultimately, enhancing the 
tourism experience.

NOTCF President and CEO, 
Lisa D. Alexis, says, “The CIS is 
a turning point in our mission to 
support local culture. By creating 
a centralized hub for cultural infor-
mation, we can provide artists with 

the resources to thrive and expose 
our vibrant cultural scene to a wider 
audience.”

The planned elements of the CIS 
include an artist’s online platform, 
an opportunities page, a resource 
database, a calendar of events, and 
a regional map of cultural program-
ming. Since 2021, NOTCF has 
awarded over $13.7 million in grant 
funding directly to the culture. This 
funding underscores NOTCF’s 

commitment to elevating the cultur-
al identity of New Orleans, ensuring 
its preservation while fostering its 
evolution within a competitive tour-
ism landscape.

The New Orleans Tourism and 
Cultural Fund is the resource to 
elevate cultural artists and pro-
grams for sustainable economic 
growth and impact. For more in-
formation, visit www.notcf.com or 
call 504-381-5740.
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VP Kamala Harris Unveils Extensive Agenda 
for Black Men, Promises Wealth-Building and 

Opportunity as Election Nears
Stacy M. Brown  
NNPA Newswire Senior 
National Correspondent

Vice President Kamala Harris 
has unveiled an extensive agenda 
designed to dismantle systemic 
barriers and foster new opportuni-
ties for Black men across America. 
The agenda, announced on October 
14th, spotlights wealth-building, 
health equity, Criminal Justice Re-
form, and expanded education and 
job training access.

Harris’s plan aims to address 
the specific needs of Black men, 
with initiatives focused on finan-
cial empowerment, healthcare, 
and education.

Forgivable Loans and 
Wealth Creation

Harris’s economic plan centers 
on wealth-building and support-
ing Black entrepreneurship. Her 
administration would provide one 
million forgivable loans, each up to 
$20,000, to help Black men and oth-
ers who have faced significant bar-
riers to starting a business. By part-
nering with community banks and 
mission-driven lenders, Harris aims 
to make capital accessible to Black 
entrepreneurs looking to launch or 
expand businesses in fields ranging 
from technology to landscaping and 
beyond.

Additionally, Harris has pro-
posed a significant expansion of the 
Small Business Startup Tax Deduc-
tion, increasing it from $5,000 to 
$50,000, which would allow Black 
entrepreneurs to offset startup 
costs. She also plans to boost ac-
cess to venture capital, low-interest 
loans, and incubators specifically 
for Black-owned businesses. Rec-
ognizing that Black entrepreneurs 
are frequently denied credit, Har-
ris’s plan includes reforms to ex-
pand affordable banking services 
and crack down on hidden fees 
that inhibit wealth accumulation 
in Black communities.

Pathways to High-Demand 
Jobs and Expanded 
Education Access

Harris’s agenda promotes educa-
tion, training, and mentorship pro-
grams to equip Black men with the 

skills needed to succeed in high-de-
mand fields. Her plan emphasizes 
registered apprenticeships and cre-
dentialing programs, which would 
provide hands-on training for jobs 
in sectors like cybersecurity, renew-
able energy, and healthcare. She 
also seeks to eliminate unnecessary 
college degree requirements for 
500,000 federal jobs, making these 
roles more accessible to Black men 
who may not have pursued higher 
education.

To increase the representation of 
Black male teachers—a crucial role 
model for young Black students—
Harris said she plans to invest in 
teacher training programs through 
the Department of Education. By 
collaborating with HBCUs and 
MSIs, the Democratic presidential 
nominee hopes to build a pipeline 
for Black male educators, address-
ing the severe underrepresentation 
in this profession, where only 1% of 
teachers are Black men. Research 
has shown that Black students ben-
efit academically and socially when 
they have Black male teachers, yet 
structural barriers have prevented 
many from entering the field. Har-
ris also supports the Public Service 
Loan Forgiveness Program to at-
tract and retain Black male teach-
ers, ensuring they have a pathway 
to long-term careers in education.

Affordable Housing, 
Homeownership, and 
Financial Literacy

Harris further proposes build-
ing three million af fordable 
housing units during her first 

term to address the housing cri-
sis. She would of fer up to $25,000 
in down payment assistance for 
first-time homebuyers, aiming to 
triple the number of new Black 
homeowners annually by the end 
of her term. The initiative would 
specifically target those who 

have been unable to buy homes 
due to a lack of generational 
wealth, which disproportionate-
ly af fects Black families.

Still, another facet of her plan 
would tackle racial bias in home ap-
praisals, a pervasive issue that often 
results in undervalued properties 
in majority-Black neighborhoods. 
Her proposal would mandate train-
ing and accountability measures 
for appraisers to ensure that Black 
homeowners receive fair property 
valuations, helping to close the ra-
cial wealth gap.

Harris’s detailed plan appears 
to offer Black men a vision of 
leadership, opportunity, and eco-
nomic empowerment, which she 
argues is essential for the future 
of Black communities. She be-
lieves investing in education, 
health, and wealth-building would 
help address systemic inequities 
and build a path to prosperity for 
Black men nationwide.

National News

ladatanews.com - The People’s Website

DATA CLASSIFIED
Call 504-821-7421 to 

place your classified ad.

Job Opportunity

Freelance 
Writers 
Wanted

Data News Weekly, “The 
People’s Paper, is looking 

for freelence writers 
to join our team print 
and digital team.  We 
need writers who can 

cover New Orleans news 
stories, ranging from 

local high school sports, 
community events, City 
Hall and entertainment.  
Experience in print is 

necessary, experience in 
digital and social media 

are encouraged.

Compensation is 
competitive and great 

story ideas will be 
appreciated.  

If you are interested, 
please email your resume 
and 3 writing samples to:  
terrybjones@bellsouth.

net and datanewseditor@
bellsouth.net.

We can’t wait to 
hear from you!

Job Opportunity

Administrative 
Assistant 
Wanted

Data News Weekly, “The 
People’s Paper, is looking 

for an administrative 
assistant.

Compensation is 
competitive and detail 

orientation will be 
appreciated.  

If you are interested, 
please email  

your resume to:   
terrybjones@bellsouth.net

This space can be 
yours for only $50

Call Now!
504-821-7421
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Together, these 10 HBCU 
students drive 
the summer internship 
of a lifetime with 
Black-owned 
newspapers

#ChevroletDTU

FOLLOW THE JOURNEY AT NNPA.ORG/CHEVYDTU

Imani Waters   
Howard University

- 
NNPA Journalism 

Fellow

Mattie Moore   
North Carolina 
A&T University

- 
NNPA Journalism 

Fellow

Harrison Buck   
Morehouse College

- 
NNPA Journalism 

Fellow

Stefon Young-Rolle   
Alabama State 

University
- 

NNPA Journalism 
Fellow

Juan Benn Jr.   
Howard University

- 
NNPA Journalism 

Fellow

Kynnedi Jackson   
Southern University 

A&M College
- 

NNPA Journalism 
Fellow

Kayla Hare   
North Carolina 
A&T University

- 
NNPA Journalism 

Fellow

Amyah Fountain   
Clark Atlanta 

University
- 

NNPA Journalism 
Fellow

Erinn Gardner   
Spelman College

- 
NNPA Journalism 

Fellow

Joseph Tilaye   
Alabama A&M 

University
- 

NNPA Journalism 
Fellow

WATCH THE 2024

DTU FELLOWS POWER THEIR 
FUTURES WITH CHEVROLET 


