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Edwin Buggage  
Editor-in-Chief Data News Weekly

Interview with Arnie Fielkow 
and Tracie Washington

In these contentious times it is impor-
tant to know that people are working to-
gether to make communities better for 
all its citizens . Recently, Tracie Wash-
ington, the Director of Title IX Compli-
ance/Title IX Coordinator at Southern 
University Law Center and Arnie Fiel-
kow, CEO of the Jewish Federation of 
Greater New Orleans penned an op-ed 
that appeared in NOLA .com . In it they 
spoke of their two-decade friendship, 
African American and Jewish relations, 
and their suggestions for how to bring 
people together in the City of New Or-
leans . Also, they appeared together on 
WBOK 1230 AM to discuss this press-
ing issue . Recently, they both spoke 
with Data News Weekly Editor-in-Chief 
Edwin Buggage .

Arnie Fielkow

EB: How is it that you have 
come to call New Orleans home?

AF: My family and I were blessed 
to come here in the year 2000 as I 
was privileged to become the Ex-
ecutive Vice-President of the New 
Orleans Saints . Coming to this city 

was truly a blessing . I was with the 
Saints for 6 years through Katrina . 
Then, I ran for City Council-at-
Large in 2006 serving with Oliver 
Thomas in this post, and I won re-
election in 2010 . I then left elected 
of fice and got back in the sports 
field working with the NBA . But 
I missed this great city and came 
back a few years later .

EB: What are some of your 
positive contributions to the 
City of New Orleans?

AF: I would like to think I played a 
helpful role in a very difficult time after 
Katrina to help rebuild the city and all of 
us are proud of what’s transpired in the 
past 17 years . I know we still have a long 
way to go, and I have dedicated myself 

to the youth of New Orleans . Presently, 
we are working with NORD building 
a great athletic facility in the 9th ward . 
This is and other projects centered 
on our youth is important because we 
must invest in them because they are 
the future of our city . And while I am fin-
ishing my term out as CEO of the Jew-
ish Federation of Greater New Orleans, 
in my time leading the organization we 

Tracie Washington, Director of Title IX Compliance/Title IX 
Coordinator at the Southern University Law Center.

Arnie Fielkow, CEO of the Jewish Federation of Greater 
New Orleans.
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have worked to build and enhance 
relations between the Jewish Com-
munity and the African American 
community .

EB: Talk about the his-
toric connection between 
the Jewish and the African 
American community?

AF: I urge everybody to google 
the op-ed that Tracie Washington 
and I did that was published on 
NOLA .com on this subject . We 
were motivated to write this be-
cause we are living in very perilous 
times . There is a lot of hate that’s 
taking place around racism and 
antisemitism and other forms of 
bigotry and discrimination . I feel it 
is more important than ever for the 
African American and Jewish com-
munities to come back together 
to understand the commonalities 
we have historically . We have had 
an historic bond during the Civil 
Rights Movement, and admittedly, 
it has been fractured over the past 
couple of decades for a variety of 
reasons . But now we have to lock 
our arms together and work to-
wards eliminating hate and the way 
to do that is through open dialog 
and building partnerships .

EB: What projects are the 
Jewish Federation doing 
specifically with the African 
American community and 
its institutions?

AF: The first thing I am very 
proud of is that I formed a center 
called the Goldring Family Founda-
tion Center for Jewish Multicultural 
Affairs . This was funded by the 
Goldring family, the mission of the 
center is to enhance the relation-
ship between the Jewish and three 
communities, the African American 
community, the Hispanic commu-
nity, and the LGBTQ+ community . 
We have taken multiple civil rights 
trips, taking African American and 
Jewish youth to Alabama each year . 
Additionally, we have a tremendous 
partnership with St . Augustine 
High School, where we do a di-
rect program where we award 4 
to 5 scholarships to seniors go-
ing onto college . Also, we have an 
HBCU series with Dillard, Xavier 
and SUNO where three times a 
year we bring in national speak-
ers of interest to both the African 
American and Jewish Commu-
nity . We also have a monthly radio 
show on WBOK . We have a whole 
array of activities that try to bring 
our communities together .

EB: Why is the role of  
the faith-based community 
in making New Orleans 

and the nation a better city 
for all?

AF: I think it is important that 
faith-based leaders play a vital 
role and work together to see the 
common threads that connect 
them . Where today we collective-
ly come together and say no that 
is not what America is about and 
to mute these voices of hate .

EB: What is your recipe 
for a great life and a better 
New Orleans?

AF: There is no bigger cheer-
leader for this city than Arnie 
Fielkow and his family . We made 
the conscious decision to come 
back here . Also, I think we New 
Orleanians are too hard on our-
selves . We live in the greatest 
city in America . Where its food, 
music and most importantly its 
people contribute to its greatness 
that keep people from around the 
world coming to experience . It is 
my hope and prayer the leader-
ship elected and otherwise con-
tinue working towards it potential 
to be a city with equity for every-
one no matter where you live or 
the color of your skin or your 
religion, and that we continue to 
work together to make this the 
most special place on earth .

Tracie Washington 

EB: What brought you 
and Arnie Fielkow together 
to speak on the issue of pro-
moting better understand-
ing among different groups 
of people in New Orleans?

TW: It starts with the under-
standing of each other and our 
deep belief that once people get 
to know each other in whatever 
forum have causes them to form 
opinions about each other once 
you get outside that arena and deal 
with people one on one you learn 
there is more that we share as hu-
mans in our humanity that tear us 
apart . Arnie and I did not become 
friends in politics, but our shared 
love of kids and kids’ sports . He 
was my son’s baseball coach, and 
even though he had other things 
going on, he committed himself 
to working with a group of kids 
not only playing baseball but all 
other facets of their lives . We 
had kids from all socioeconomic 
strata, and Arnie made sure that 
all those kids felt valued . I gained 
a lot of respect for him in that we 
shared the same opinion about 
what the New Orleans communi-

ty needs to bring people together . 
Of course, that didn’t mean that 
we always agreed, but he was al-
ways willing to listen . An example 
is when I was at the Louisiana 
Justice Institute, when I served 
as the co-director, he opened his 
door and listened to community 
members and came with an open 
mind and concluded he should re-
think public policy relating to this 
issue . That’s all we expect of our 
political leaders . 

EB: Can you speak to the 
issue of Black and Jewish 
Relations?

TW: It is a strange thing be-
cause when you look at one race 
vs one religion it sort of doesn’t 
make sense in my mind . I think 
it’s more cultural because it is 
difficult for me to say Black vs . 
Jews . This is in my view a false 
equivocation . Also, I think that 
there are so many malevolent 
forces that pit one group against 
another, and this is counterpro-
ductive for all the citizens of 
our city . I think we are stronger 
when we recognize this is a time 
for us to fight together against 

injustice wherever it is and build 
bridges of understanding . 

EB: How do we create a 
unified front in the fight 
against hate and injustice?

TW: When a synagogue is at-
tacked, I want it to be the same 
action whether it is a church, or 
any place of worship being at-
tacked . We should do whatever 
we can to support each other 
and realize we have more in 
common than not . Also, when 
we frame the topic differently, 
we can open our eyes and make 
our community understand is-
sues better . Indeed, it helps 
with empathizing and eventually 
realizing that we can love and 
respect those who are different 
than us . If we can move in this 
direction, New Orleans can pos-
sibly become the epicenter of a 
community that gets it right . 

EB: What is your recipe 
for bringing people to-
gether at a welcome table 
that’s centered on solu-
tions to the problems that 
plague the city?

TW: The city has problems that af-
fect all of us but is comprised of many 
different types of communities and 
there is not a one size fit all solution . 
There are specific issues that each 
community faces, and it is impor-
tant to recognize that and to devise 
approaches that can lead to positive 
results that better the lives of the resi-
dents of those communities . 

EB: Is there anything else 
you would like to say to the 
community?

TW: Don’t look at Arnie and 
our relationship as an anomaly, 
we are people from seemingly 
two different backgrounds with 
the same goal in mind . Which 
is to make our city better for 
everyone regardless of their 
background . I feel to accomplish 
this we must be intentional in 
opening our hearts and homes 
to individuals from all walks of 
life, building bridges of under-
standing . This is an important 
step moving forward, and I have 
faith in our community that we 
can become truly one New Or-
leans living in a city where all 
can thrive .

Cover Story
Cover Story, Continued from page 2.
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WISHING YOU

THIS HOLIDAY!
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Visit www.ladatanews.com for more photos from these events.

Oliver Thomas  
Appreciation Party

Photos by Stacey 
Bruno 

On December 15, 2022, 
District E City Council-
member Oliver Thomas 
held an Appreciation Party . 
It was attended by family, 
friends, and leaders from 
the business, civic, faith 
and grassroots communi-
ties . Thomas is continu-
ing to be a servant leader, 
using a big tent approach 
bringing people from all 
walks of life together in the 
City of New Orleans .

Oliver Thomas and Chelsey Richard Napoleon, Clerk of Court and her staff.

Oliver Thomas and his District E staff.

Oliver Thomas, Alicia Plummer 
and party attendee.

Oliver Thomas and Mr. and 
Mrs. Johnson, owners of 
Crystal Magnolia Country 
Club.

Oliver Thomas with his wife 
and kids.

Oliver Thomas along with 
Calvin Mackie and Donna 
Glapion, Clerk of First City 
Court.

Oliver Thomas, Mike 
Brandon and Juan 
Jackson.

Oliver Thomas along with Juanita Williams, Patricia C. Gordon and party 
attendee.



Page 5www.ladatanews.com December 24 - December 30, 2022 Data Zone

Troy Henry Consulting & H&W Drug Store 
held their Holiday Party

Troy and Ruston Henry 
owners of Troy Henry 
Consulting & H& W Drugs 
held their Holiday Party at 
Bryant Park on Tchoupi-
toulas on Saturday, Decem-
ber 17th, 2022 .

Greeting lots of fam-
ily, friends, employees, 
and city leaders kicking 
off the New Year for both 
companies and Data News 
Weekly was there!!!

Reiona Andrews, Tashia Heard, Michael McKenna, Sesellie Murray, 
LeAnn Wright, Jalin Wells

Mr. &Mrs. Troy Henry and Mr & Mrs. 
Michael McKenna, LeAnn Wright, and 
Jalin Wells

Sesellie Murray, Reiona 
Andrews, Shekinah Easterling

Troy Henry, Terry Jones, 
Ruston Henry Sr.

Troy Henry, Elvira 
Henry, Ruston Henry

Kyle Sutherland, Troy Henry, 
Brian Mahon, Norman 
Robinson, Tyler Bridges

Ronnie Burns, Sheila Burns, Mr and Mrs. Damon Burns

Paid for by the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services

Medicare wants to remind you that flu and COVID 
vaccines are available at no cost to you and will help 
prevent you from getting seriously ill.  
Get vaccinated today. 
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Glenda Bell  
Data News Weekly 
Contributor

Actor and Community Advocate 
Lucky Johnson in the true spirit of 
the season gave away over $40,000 
worth of clothes and $10,000 in toys 
to those in need .

This amazing event took place at 
7196 Florita Ct . at the Lucky John-
son Community Center on Decem-
ber 17, 2022 .

Over 500 people came out to the 
event, where Johnson spread the 
gift of giving back, and embodying 
the words of Luke 12:48 “to whom 
much is given much is required .”

“It is important to be selfless in 
giving back . I have been fortunate, 
and this is just an extension of what 
I have dedicated my life to, and that 
is to be an inspiration to the people 

of my community,” says Johnson .
“I enjoy giving people hope and 

aspirations to encourage them dur-
ing these tough times . I also think 
about my journey, and where I have 
come from and lived through . So, it 
is important for me to because I am 
blessed to be a blessing to others .”

Newsmaker

Actor and Community Advocate Lucky Johnson 
Spreading the Joy to Those in Need

Lucky Johnson along with his co-host Catrina 
Santiago.

On November 14, 1960, four six-year-old girls 

desegregated New Orleans schools. Ruby Bridges 

entered William Frantz Elementary School and 

Leona Tate, Tessie Provost and Gail Etienne 

attended McDonogh 19 Elementary School. 

w w w . l o u i s i a n a c i v i l r i g h t s t r a i l . c o m

innocence that graced
a movement

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

BILLY NUNGESSER
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Kwanzaa
A Celebration of Community

Data News Staff Edited 
Report

Kwanzaa, Annual Holiday af-
firming African family and social 
values that is celebrated primarily 
in the United States from Decem-
ber 26th to January 1st . Both the 
name and the celebration were de-
vised in 1966 by Maulana Karenga, 
a Professor of Africana Studies at 
California State University in Long 
Beach, and an important figure in 
Afrocentrism . Karenga borrowed 
the word kwanza, meaning “first,” 
from the Swahili phrase “matunda 
ya kwanza,” adding the seventh 
letter, an extra a, to make the word 
long enough to accommodate one 
letter for each of the seven children 
present at an early celebration .

(The name Kwanzaa is not it-
self a Swahili word .) The concept 
of Kwanzaa draws on Southern 

African first-fruits celebrations . 
Kwanzaa is celebrated from Mon-
day, December 26, 2022, to Sunday, 
January 1, 2023 .

Although Kwanzaa is primar-

ily an African American Holiday, 
it has also come to be celebrated 
outside the United States, particu-
larly in the Caribbean and other 
countries where there are large 

numbers of descendants of Afri-
cans . It was conceived as a non-
political and nonreligious holiday, 
and it is not considered to be a 
substitute for Christmas .

Each of the days of the cel-
ebration is dedicated to one of the 
seven principles of Kwanzaa: unity 
(umoja), self-determination (kuji-
chagulia), collective responsibil-
ity (ujima), cooperative economics 
(ujamaa), purpose (nia), creativity 
(kuumba), and faith (imani) . There 
also are seven symbols of the holi-
day: fruits, vegetables, and nuts; a 
straw mat; a candleholder; ears of 
corn (maize); gifts; a communal cup 
signifying unity; and seven candles 
in the African colours of red, green, 
and black, symbolizing the seven 
principles . On each day, the family 
comes together to light one of the 
candles in the kinara, or candle-
holder, and to discuss the principle 
for the day . On December 31st, 
families join in a community feast 
called the Karamu . Some partici-
pants wear traditional African cloth-
ing during the celebration .

Find updated COVID vaccines for everyone 5+ at  vaccines.gov 

Updated vaccines protect us against the original COVID virus 
and Omicron. Get your updated vaccine today and protect 
yourself and those you love. 

Keep Your COVID Protection On Point! 

Paid for by the 
U.S. Department of Health 

and Human Services.
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LAUREN JAUREGUI // 
TRACK 03

     All 
of the 
things I 
just found 
too hard 
to say.

     All      All 

to say.

WHEN YOUR KID CAN’T FIND THE 
LANGUAGE, FIND THE LYRICS. 

USE THEM TO START A CONVERSATION 
WITH YOUR KIDS ABOUT EMOTIONAL 
WELLBEING. LISTEN TO THE ALBUM, 
FIND TOOLS AND GET TIPS FROM 
PROFESSIONALS AT

SOUNDITOUTTOGETHER.ORG


