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Crime and Violence
in New Orleans

In Search of Solutions

safer for all residents.

Edwin Buggage for many as summer is approaching, where there is deal with the symptoms, they do not get to the root
Editor-in-Chief Data News Weekly usually a spike in crime. All are looking for solutions causes of crime and violence in the City of New Or-
both on a macro and micro level. Recently, leaders leans.
from across nine parishes in Louisiana came together Crime and violence are a not simply a criminal jus-
Violent Crime Plagues New Orleans with Crimestoppers raising the rewards to get citizens tice issue for those involved in law enforcement, but

In the City of New Orleans, violent crime continues to assist in getting those who pose a threat to the com- more broadly it is a social problem where various rea-
to be on the rise. This phenomenon is causing alarm  munity off the street. While many of these approaches  sons for why people choose crime and violence over
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others choosing to not commit
crime. For this is not to diminish
the efforts of those who are in lead-
ership positions, but it is necessary
to shift the focus from getting tough
on crime only, but to consider how
to prevent the citizens of New Or-
leans, particularly Black males to
consider other options to crime and
violence.

Louvisiana: The Prison
Capital of the world

The State of Louisiana, per capita
has the largest prison population
in the world; imprisoning 1094 of
every 100,000 residents according
to a 2019 report. A compelling and
troubling fact is that the majority of
those imprisoned are Black males.
For example, in the City of New Or-
leans, according to a 2017 study by
The Vera Institute, Black males be-
tween the ages of 15-84, accounted
for 26% of the city’s population, but
81% of those incarcerated. It must
be asked what accounts for these
disparities?

For policymakers it is important
to study and explore and compare
the link between African American
males in New Orleans to determine
what factors links led them down
the road to prison. Conversely,
examine the links between posi-
tive school, family and community
experiences that led others down
alternative roads thus avoiding the
Criminal Justice System.

This more comprehensive and
holistic approach can contribute to
the body of work already launched
that can assist in informing public
policy makers and other stake-
holders on approaches that could
reduce the number of Black males
entering the prison/Criminal Jus-
tice System, and potentially suffice
in improving their odds for success-
ful outcomes in society.

The Link Between
Education and Opportunity

In Louisiana and across the
United States, African American
males continue to lead in various
negative educational statistical cat-
egories: school achievement, lower
high school graduation rates, and
suspensions. Reasons are embed-
ded in the legacy of slavery, seg-
regation, and institutional racism
that continues to relegate Black
males to second-class treatment in
the United States. Similarly, this is
mirrored in classrooms across the
United States, particularly in urban,
rural and resource poor communi-
ties.

The relationship between penal
institutions and under resourced
schools have been documented by
scholars and advocacy groups. In
a 2015 study by the Children’s De-

fense Fund states 45.7% of children
in Louisiana are growing up in eco-
nomic poverty, a factor that impacts
negative educational outcomes that
often lead to imprisonment of Afri-
can American males. According to
the National Association for The
Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP) Legal Defense Fund
(LDF), school reform models (zero
tolerance) where students are ex-
pelled and suspended in schools.
This and other school reform poli-
cies are based on punitive vs. pre-
ventive measures for youth are
leading to the over incarceration.

Black Boys and
Men Matter

School reform models such as
zero tolerance leads to Black males
being suspended at three times the
rate of White males and contrib-
utes to a pattern that leads to the
school-to-prison pipeline. Indeed,
a disturbing phenomenon, but this
does not paint the entire picture of
Black males in America. Converse-
ly, Black males graduating from
high school, attending college or
trade schools, gainfully employed,
and being responsible parents and
husbands.

Moreover, these stereotypes pre-
figuring low achievement for Black
males does not denote inherent in-
tellectual inferiority, but structural
bias and barriers leading to poor
outcomes for a portion of resource
poor African American males. We
must begin to seek and explore
links between high and low Black
male achievement, and strategies
to remedy this from occurring to
guide best practices to produce bet-
ter outcomes for African American
males in school and society.

Reducing Crime
and Violence: It Will
Take All of Us

Where answers do not lie in sim-
ply hiring more police officers, get-
ting more convictions, and getting
tough on crime. It is about investing
in families, communities, and bring-
ing resources that can increase the
odds of success to the citizens of
New Orleans. Particularly, African
American males, for they tend to
have the most adverse outcomes
not just in New Orleans, but all over
the United States. Indeed, this is
a problem that has been here be-
fore any of the policymakers who
are in office now held these seats
of power. Also, it is not solely their
responsibilities to solve these prob-
lems, but it is up to all the citizens
to work towards solutions by doing
their part whatever that is to con-
tribute to make New Orleans a bet-
ter and safer City for all to prosper
and thrive.
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Also, the media must begin to show more examples of Black male excellence, and not one dimensional
images of Black boys and men as criminals.

It will take more than elected and civic leaders to solve the deep-rooted problems that plague the city
making crime and gun violence a choice for too many citizens of New Orleans. For the city to move in a
better direction it will take all citizens of the city working together doing their part to reduce crime and
violence in New Orleans.
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NOFW + Ecole’ Duperre’ Paris

Presents Parade of Fashions

Tracee Dundas
Fashion Stylist

New Orleans Fashion Week recently
hosted Ecolé Duperré Paris in a cultural
fashion exchange in which the Parisian
fashion design student showcased
Avant-Garde and Fantasy Creations to a
full house of fashion aficionados, digni-
taries, and supporters.

Duperré School has aimed to train
young people in the creative professions
allowing them to explore their creativity
outside the realm of conventional and
ready-to-wear fashions. The vision is to
think outside of the box and reflect on
the evolution in which technology has
played an active role in design in all its
forms by taking a futuristic approach of
what fashion can be. Clearly not fash-
ions for daily wear, but creations that
can be seen on the red carpets at events
such as the Met Gala, Grammy Awards,
and yes. . .New Orleans Fashion Week
too.

Spearheaded by New Orleans Fash-
ion Week and working closely with At-
taché; Consulate General of France in
New Orleans and Duperré School the
vision was brought to life in a jaw drop-
ping fashion presentation. With the sup-
port of The City of New Orleans Office
of Cultural Economy the event was held
at Gallier Hall. Lisa Alexis, Director of
the Mayor’s Office of Cultural Economy
(OCE) and her team recognizes that
fashion aligns with the OCE’s mission
to create opportunities and systems
that embraces and connects the local
cultural globally.

With that said, Duperré and New Or-
leans Fashion Week did not disappoint.
Parade of Fashions was an international
connection of like-minded creatives that
included a touch of New Orleans spirit
by embracing the local culture and in-
troducing a new level of creative con-
sciousness.

Stay tune for more fashions to come
as NOFW soon announces its dates for
this fall season runway shows.

Fashion Editor — Tracee Dundas | @
fashionablyyoursnola  Photographer:
John Merrit | @johnmerritphotos Loca-
tion: City of New Orleans - Gallier Hall
New Orleans Fashion Week Models




Data News Weekly
www.ladatanews.com Data Zone May 14 - May 20, 2022 Page 5

Jazz Fest 2022 Not Just a Return,
but a Rebirth

Photos by Demian Roberts

The festival producers an-
nounced on Tuesday that the total
attendance for the just-completed
2022 Jazz Fest was 475,000. That
was the same total as the 2019 Jazz
Fest, the last festival before the Pan-
demic cancelled the 2020 and 2021
festivals.

The second week of the Jazz Fest
was a huge success. When they
opened on Friday, Davis asserted,
the 2022 Jazz Fest, “is not just a re-
turn. This is a rebirth.”

Here are some photos from that
weekend. and Data News Weekly
was there for the festivities!!!
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Tyrann Mathieu Signs Multi-Year Deal with Saints

Fleur De Lis
Data News Weekly
Contributor

The Saints just made a game
changing acquisition by officially
signing safety Tyrann Mathieu. Of
course, all know that this will be a
homecoming for the veteran safety.

Mathieu grew up in New Or-
leans attending St. Augustine
High School and then attended
LSU, where he was a standout
before being drafted into the NFL
career where he’s played with the
Cardinals, Texans, and Chiefs.
Now Mathieu is coming home,
perhaps to finish out a career that
when it’s all over he will be induct-

New Orleans native Tyrann Mathieu, who was a standout at both St. Augustine High School and LSU, is
returning to New Orleans signing a three-year deal with the Saints. Fans are excited about his return and
believe he will contribute to the Saints making a run for the Super Bowl this season.

ed into the Hall of Fame.

During the press conference
following the announcement of
the deal, Mathieu called it “most
definitely a dream” to be playing
for his hometown team and out-
lined the role he hopes to play in
the Saints’ secondary this season.

“I'm hoping I can come in and be
a leader and make other guys’ jobs
easier,” Mathieu said. This is espe-
cially the case since the retirement
of Saints safety Malcolm Jenkins.

Mathieu is poised and ready
to add to the Black and Gold,
as they rebuild under new lead-
ership. Fans can only wait and
see what happens when the 2022
season begins.

The Future of Abortion in America?

Supreme Court Decision Can Have Impact on Louisiana

Data News Staff Edited
Report

Last week news that the US
Supreme Court is on the verge of
overturning the landmark Roe wv.
Wade abortion ruling are raising
many questions about the implica-
tions of such a momentous decision
and exactly how we got to this point
in legal history.

The draft document, which was
leaked to Politico revealed poten-
tially that a majority of the Supreme
Court is prepared to overrule the
Roe case, which legalized abortion
nationwide nearly 50 years ago.

For the purpose of educating
our readers, here is a rundown
on the background of the ruling
and what effect such a decision
could have on abortion rights
across the country:

What is Roe v. Wade?

The historic Roe v. Wade deci-
sion from 1973 legalized the right
to have an abortion until the point

when a fetus can survive outside
the womb — roughly 24 weeks.

Under the high court ruling,
states have been able to regulate,
but not ban, abortion before the
point of viability.

What does the leaked SCOTUS
draft opinion say?

The leaked draft opinion says
that a majority of the Supreme
Court is prepared to overrule the
Roe v. Wade decision.

The opinion states there is no
constitutional right to abortion and
argues that “Roe was a wrong deci-
sion from the start.”

As this decision hang in the bal-
ance, if the court does what the
draft suggests, it will give states the
power to decide whether to ban or
heavily regulate abortions going
forward.

Why is this all
happening now?

As the impact of the Trump Pres-
idency and its impact on the Judi-
ciary is being felt with the appoint-
ment of more conservative judges
not only on Roe v. Wade, but a move
towards states to enact other items
on their agenda that include more
restrictive voting.

The leaked document — labeled
a “Ist Draft” of the “Opinion of the
Court” — is dated from February
and was written by Justice Samuel
Alito, a member of the court’s 6-3
conservative majority who was ap-
pointed by President George W.
Bush.

The document appears to be
based on an oral argument heard in
December regarding Mississippi’s

bid to revive its ban on abortion af-
ter 15 weeks.

The draft opinion suggests that
when the Supreme Court justices
met privately soon after hearing ar-
guments in the Mississippi case on
Dec. 1st, at least five voted to over-
rule Roe and Casey.

What does it mean if Roe
v. Wade is overturned?
Twenty-six states are certain or
likely to restrict abortion if Roe v.
Wade is overturned, according to
the Guttmacher Institute, a New
York-based pro-choice think tank.
Of those, twenty-two states
already have total or near-total
abortion restrictions that would
kick in as soon as Roe v. Wade
falls: Alabama, Arizona, Ar-
kansas, Georgia, Idaho, Iowa,
Kentucky, Louisiana, Michigan,
Mississippi, Missouri, North
Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, South
Carolina, South Dakota, Tennes-
see, Texas, Utah, West Virginia,
Wisconsin, and Wyoming.

ladatanews.com - The People’s \Website
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National News

Karine Jean-Pierre Selected as First Black
Woman White House Press Secretary

Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior
National Correspondent

Karine Jean-Pierre, whose long
career in Democratic communica-
tions led her to the podium last year
as the second Black woman to hold
a White House daily briefing, will
regularly host those news confer-
ences.

On Thursday, May 5, President
Joe Biden announced that he has
selected the Martinique native as
his next White House press secre-
tary.

“Karine not only brings the expe-
rience, talent, and integrity needed
for this difficult job, but she will
continue to lead the way in com-
municating about the work of the
Biden-Harris Administration on be-
half of the American people,” Biden
said in a statement.

He added that outgoing press
secretary Jen Psaki set the standard
for returning decency, respect, and
decorum to the White House Brief-
ing Room.

Meanwhile, the historic
nature of the appointment
wasn't lost on the
President and others.

“Karine is a lifelong public ser-
vant and fierce LGBTQ advocate,”
said Mayor Annise Parker, Presi-
dent & CEO of LGBTQ Victory
Institute.

When Jean-Pierre steps to the
podium on May 13, she’ll become
the first Black woman and first
openly gay person to hold that job.

“We are proud to have advo-
cated for her historic nomination.
As White House press secretary,
she will not only be able to use her
podium to represent the Biden ad-
ministration but also the LGBTQ
community during a time of un-
precedented anti-LGBTQ hate and
attacks,” Parker stated.

“As the first out LGBTQ person
and the first Black person to hold
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Karine Jean-Pierre will become the first Black White House Press
Secretary in United States history. Congratulations to her on this
monumental and historic accomplishment.

this office, her appointment will in-
spire countless young people look-
ing for hope and motivation during
a dark chapter in our nation’s his-
tory,” Parker continued.

“Shattering this lavender ceiling
is a testament to Karine’s grit, pow-
er, and commitment to our coun-
try’s potential. We are confident she
will continue to be a strong ally and
partner as she works in the highest
office of the land.”

Psaki described Jean-
Pierre as passionate.

“She is smart, and she has a
moral core that makes her not just
a great colleague but an amazing
mom and human. Plus, she has a
great sense of humor,” Psaki tweet-
ed.

This space can be yours for only $80
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CEO Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis Jr.
said Jean-Pierre’s selection demon-
strates that the Biden-Harris admin-
istration has held up its promise of a
diverse staff.

“The NNPA, representing the
Black Press of America, resolutely
congratulates Karine Jean-Pierre,
elevated as senior assistant to the
President and White House press
secretary,” Chavis stated.

“This is another historic step for-
ward by the Biden-Harris admin-
istration in fulfilling their promise
of equity and equality in the White
House.”

In a 2021 appearance on The
Chavis Chronicles, the Dr. Chavis-
hosted PBS-TV show, Jean-Pierre
said representation matters.

“We've seen that from the first
day of this administration, the Pres-
ident signed an executive order to
deal with racial inequity and mak-
ing sure that we saw diversity and
inclusion across the board in the
federal government,” Jean-Pierre
said during her appearance on the
show with Dr. Chavis.

“We're living in a polarized coun-
try right now, and the one thing
that President talked about when
he was running, he wanted to make
sure that he was the President for
all,” Jean-Pierre remarked.

National Newspaper Publishers
Association (NNPA) President and
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DATA CLASSIFIED

Call 504-821-7421 to
place your classified ad.

Job Opportunity

Freelance
Writers
Wanted

Data News Weekly, “The
People’s Paper, is looking
for freelence writers
to join our team print
and digital team. We
need writers who can
cover New Orleans news
stories, ranging from
local high school sports,
community events, City
Hall and entertainment.
Experience in print is
necessary, experience in
digital and social media
are encouraged.

Compensation is
competitive and great
story ideas will be
appreciated.

If you are interested,
please email your resume
and 3 writing samples to:

terrybjones@bellsouth.
net and datanewseditor@

bellsouth.net.

We can’t wait to
hear from you!

Job Opportunity

Administrati
Assistant
Wanted

Data News Weekly, “The
People’s Paper, is looking
for an administrative
assistant.

Compensation is
competitive and detail
orientation will be
appreciated.

If you are interested,
please email
your resume to:
terrybjones@bellsouth.net

This space can be
yours for only $80

Call Now!
504-821-7421
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' Remember the last time your family visited the forest? It's a place
_.of wonder and imagination for the whole family=where stories
come to life. And it's closer than you think. Sounds like it's time to .
plan your next visit. Make the forest part of your story today at a
local park near you or fifid one at DiscoverTheForest.org.
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