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Cover Story

New Orleans Voices
of Congo Square

It Brings the History of the City’s Black Music,
Song and Dance to the Stage

“We wanted to bring our story not just to New Orleans or Louisiana, but bring it to the world,” says Shaka Zulu as the reason for producing the play. For
more info go to https://new-orleans-voices-of-congo-square.com/phone/index.html.

Edwin Buggage
Editor-in-Chief

Taking a Journey Through History
New Orleans is a City with a history and cultural
heritage that is a rich gumbo of cultures that makes for

arich tapestry that draws many to explore the mysteri-
ous jewel that makes it one of the world’s most inter-
esting and international cities.

It is a place that intersects the old and the new
world; and at the roux giving it its unique flavor and
the heartbeat that gives it life arguably is the Black
people, who create and today continue to build upon

centuries old music and dance traditions.

Many of these such as the Brass Bands, second line,
marching clubs, the Black Masking Tradition (Mardi
Gras Indians), Jazz, R&B/Funk and more recently,
Bounce music showcases a City and its people that’s
revered around the world.

Cover Story, Continued on page 3.

Photos by Antonia Zennaro.
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Cover Story, Continued from page 2.

Cover Story

The impact of New Orleans culture is worldwide as explained by Zulu, who travels around the world doing
lectures and presenting the culture of New Orleans across the globe.

New Orleans Voices

of Congo Square an
Amazing Production Gives
a True and Avuthentic Look
at some of the Traditions
of Black New Orleans

“New Orleans Voices of Congo
Square is a vibrant and brilliant
production of New Orleans’ magi-
cal music, colorful dance, and
mysterious chants. This artistic
creation shares the unique culture
of the indigenous people of New
Orleans and those who arrived
from Africa, Haiti and other Carib-
bean Islands all culminating on the
sacred grounds of Congo Square in
the heart of New Orleans’ historic
Tremé Neighborhood. It is the Sun-
day gathering of these people that
shaped the current day Black Car-
nival Traditions of New Orleans.
This sacred backstreet culture
presents the pulsating Live New
Orleans Jazz Second Line Band,
the mystical beauty of the Mask-
ing Black (Mardi Gras) Indians, the
rhythmic traditional movement of
electrifying dancers and all things
that make New Orleans unique to
any other part of the United States,”
says Shaka Zulu, the producer, who
is also a “keeper” of the culture who
believes telling the story of New
Orleans accurately and from a prac-
titioner who also studies the culture
is important in painting the picture
of the true essence of Black New
Orleans.

Due to the crisis of the Corona
Virus Pandemic, the World Tour
launch for New Orleans Voices of
Congo Square came to a screeching
halt, confining its staff and perform-
ers to their home base. This virtual
premier provides the opportunity to
present to the World, the powerful
hidden history that spiraled into the
current day cultural gumbo of New

Orleans.

The show is a two-hour spec-
tacle that is entertaining as well as
educational and inspiring. Giving
a glimpse into the many facets of
New Orleans Black Cultural tradi-
tions.

The Griot and the Search
for a True Voice

While being subjugated to slav-
ery and other institutions that at-
tempted to strip away the culture
and humanity and voice of a people,
but the traditions of Africa contin-
ued in modified forms to create
new traditions that continue to be
built on to this day. This produc-
tion explores this phenomenon
throughout.

“New Orleans Voices of Congo
Square is about us having a voice,
our true and authentic voice. Our
story told by us and in this day is
very important to note because
many have told our story, but I
feel I bring a unique perspective as
someone who is a practitioner and
keeper of the culture. It gives me
valuable insight in a way that some-
times well-intentioned people often
miss the target when attempting to
tell our story,” Shaka explains.

“We wanted to bring our story
not just to New Orleans or Louisi-
ana but bring it to the world. We
wanted the world to know those
Carnival traditions has a historical
context and we wanted to tell our
story to the world about our cul-
ture ourselves. And we realize that
anything that is about us is not for
us without us. So, we're telling the
whole story through music song
and dance. The full story being told
for the first time in history.”

Speaking of his bona fides, he
paints a picture of his life as a cul-
tural practitioner and keeper and

that the production in many ways
mirror many aspects of his own life.
“It’s almost bio-pic of my life, 1
come from a masking tradition, I
come from a family of stilt dancers,
I have been a masking Indian for
over 20 years and is one of the Big
Chiefs of the Golden Feather Hunt-
ers and we have a company that
deals African and Caribbean Drum
and Dance called Zulu Connection
we started that in 1995. My wife
Naimah Zulu, is a dancer and I was
in a Social Aid and Pleasure Club
“9 Times” and I played with a lot of
jazz cats, so it was a no brainer to
put all the things I was involved in
in my life together on the stage. My
wife is the playwright, we kicked it
off in 2015 with all the shows sold
out except one. Story about lives.”

Telling the Story of New
Orleans to the World

New Orleans is a City many
across the globe have questions
about. It is one that is fascinat-
ing that many come to visit, read
about, or watch documentaries
and films. But often times the
point of view shows a skewed and
sometimes inaccurate portrayal of
what the City is.

Shaka Zulu, with his immense
and varied talent has become an
ambassador in some ways for the
City telling the story of New Or-
leans that is true to life. And with
New Orleans Voices of Congo
Square, his audience reach is one
that is global.

“I have been to six of the sev-
en continents as an ambassador
of our culture and way of life not
just a show but a way of life. Au-
thenticity cannot be questioned
because we are the practitioners
of the culture, we live it, and who
better to tell the story someone
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Shaka Zulu believes that the need for authentic voices telling the story
of Black New Orleans. “We realize that anything that is about us is

not for us without us,” explains Zulu on the need for more control of
productions by the people who create the culture and derive more of

the benefits from them.

New Orleans Voices of Congo Square was set to launch an
international tour, but because of the COVID-19 pandemic it will be
streamed on Dec. 11 in the U.S. amd internationally on Dec. 12.

who is living the story.”

“I go to different parts of the
world to lecture on the culture, my
suits are exhibited in the Nether-
lands and Berlin, museums all of
the world and I have been to Africa
and the Caribbean and I love being
able be one of the many people who
represent our city and the culture it
produces.”

Speaking of the times the show
will be streaming he says, “It will be
streaming Dec. 11th in the North
America Canada Market and Ja-
pan, India and all of Europe on Dec.
12th, so they don’t have to leave
their living room to get a glimpse of
these amazing cultures.”

Coming Full Circle...The
Future of the Black Cultural
Traditions in New Orleans
In these changing and challeng-
ing times for the City, some believe
that much of what is in “New Or-
leans Voices of Congo Square” are

withering away in a sea of gentrifi-
cation, something that’s changing
the face of the City and its neigh-
borhoods.

While Shaka understands this,
he is optimistic about the “tradition-
al” culture surviving and even pros-
pering in this changing landscape.

“Today I see young people
keeping it alive by continuing
these traditions and most impor-
tantly they are building on them
and innovating. I see this as a
good thing. They are using their
voices to pay homage to what
they have been given and letting
their own voices be heard. That
is what ‘New Orleans Voices of
Congo Square’ does; giving us a
voice for the world to hear and
know some of the story of New
Orleans through music, song,
and dance.

For more info go to https://
new-orleans-voices-of-congo-
square.com/phone/index.html
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Tracee Dundas
Fashion Stylist

Tis’ the season to think outside
the [gift] box by shopping and sup-
porting local Black-owned businesses
and entrepreneurs. Here’s a holiday
gift guide showcasing thoughtful and
unique items that will give you com-
fort and joy by supporting the New
Orleans Black community.

Fashion Stylist:
Tracee Dundas |
@fashionablyyoursnola

PHOTOS COURTESY OF EACH BUSINESS

COMMUNITY BOOK STORE - Reading is fundamental, and CBS has books on topics OLE ORLEANS WINERY - Established in 2018, this Black-woman

that will appeal to all ages! But it's more than a bookstore! Enjoy African-centered owned winery is a tribute to New Orleans and its historic legacy.

books, art, fabrics, gift items for men, women, and kids. www.readcbc.com Richly flavored, New Orleans's very own handcrafted wines that are
created in Louisiana. Producing some of the finest wines in the market
that is a collection of well-balanced wines with a luxurious, delicate,
and lingering finish. Kim Lewis, Founder | www.oleorleans.com

] KAY'S - Alifestyle DAVID LEE BTQ LAVOISIER - A
| brand that delivers - Ownerand made-to-measure
streetstyle and Fashion Stylist clothier designs
edgy fashions that Shirah Ray pro- custom tailor ap-
seeks to inspire vides a balance parel for men that
and empower between stylish is timeless. From
women of all classics and buttons and vents
shapes and sizes tasteful trends .| topocketsand
while celebrating for the sophis- | lapels, everything
the social and ticated woman. is constructed
cultural diversity. Visit the store in with savoir faire.
MARALLEA J BOUTIQUE - An ecom- Located in the LaPlace or shop Proprietor Cortez
merce retailer that caters to women French Quarter. Kay online. www. Jackson | www.
who's all about dressing to match her Charbonnet, Owner shirahray.com lavoisiersuits.com
mood and recognizes that style has & Buyer | www.
no limits. Amari Hurst, Entrepreneur | shopkays.com
www.shopmarallea.com
WEST LONDON UGLY BETTY BOY TERRANCE RE: FRESH - Be
BTQ - Located CRUSH BRACELETS OSBORNE the freshest on
on New Orleans - Add style to your GALLERY - A the block with
iconic Magazine life with a handmade, picture is worth a Regarding Fresh
Street, Mariah precious gemstone thousand words (AKA RE: FRESH),
Walton Bencik stackable bracelet. and a piece the ultra-premium
| curates’ stylish Each is custom of artwork by sneakers and
ladies’ fashions designed that renowned Artist streetwear
that are femi- tells a story from Terrance Osborne fashions for men
nine, romantic, sisterhood to faith, tells a story of and women.
with a hint of | fashion and fabulous! New Orleans’ Shawn Forbes,
drama. www. Create the perfect heritage and Owner & Buyer |
westlondon- stack for the men, culture. www. www.rfrsh.com
boutique.com )| women, orkid on terranceosborne.
your gift list. www. com
shopplusisaplus.com ¥

Visit www.ladatanews.com for more photos and more fashion.
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Have you written down your end-of-life wishes?

Compassion & Choices is here to help you get started.
Planning ahead gives everyone peace of mind.

Visit CompassionAndChoices.org to find our free
end-of-life planning tools.

@ compassion
& choices

Care and Choice at the End of Life
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Southern University at New Orleans (SUNO) Vision &
Passion Remembering a Legend ~ Dean Millie M. Charles

By Dr. Mike Meehan

New Orleans, Louisiana — No-
vember 27, 2020 - Southern Univer-
sity at New Orleans (SUNO) family
is saddened to learn of the passing
of Millie M. Charles, Founding
Dean of the School of Social Work.

Interim Chancellor Dr. James H.
Ammons, Jr., said, “While I did not
have the pleasure of knowing her,
Dean Charles’ accomplishments as
a social work educator, civil rights
advocate and in social justice will
endure in the practice of social
work for generations to come. As
a member of the ‘SUNO Village,
which she helped to establish, I
take pride in knowing when one vis-
its our campus, her legacy is promi-
nent throughout the state-of-the-art
Millie M. Charles School of Social
Work building on the Lake Cam-
pus. I pledge to remain committed
to her legacy by ensuring that we
continue to graduate a significant
number of Baccalaureate and Mas-
ter of Social Work students in the
State of Louisiana.”

Dean Charles, affectionately
known as “Mama Millie,” estab-
lished the School of Social Work
in 1985. Prior to establishing the
school’s programming, she was

Millie M. Charles, Founding Dean of the Southern University at New
Orleans School of Social Work recently passed away at the age of 97.

hired at SUNO in 1965 to begin a
Child Welfare Certificate Program
while working as the only faculty
member. When Dean Charles re-
tired in 2006, the School of Social
Work staff peaked at 30, with 27
full-time faculty members. Dean

Charles believed in “advocacy, em-
powerment and transformation,”
which serves as the cornerstone
and theme of the School of Social
Work. She further believed that
those in power should advocate
for those who could not speak for

themselves. As an advocate for
the less fortunate, her goal was to
empower individuals to find the
courage to speak for themselves
eventually, and, once able to, their
transformation began.

In a 2012 interview, Dean
Charles stated, “You need to be
true to a cause that extends beyond
yourself.” An alumna of Dillard
University, the history of Millie M.
Charles reflects a life committed to
civil rights, child advocacy, and so-
cial justice as she became a nation-
ally respected social work educator.
In the late 1960s, she successfully
advocated for the establishment of
a Bachelor of Social Work (BSW)
degree. Currently, there are over
500 Baccalaureate Programs in the
United States.

According to Harry J. Doughty,
aveteran social worker and tenured
assistant professor who was hired
by Dean Charles, “Millie devoted
her life to making the world a bet-
ter place especially for children. I
was fortunate to have known and
worked with Dean Charles for over
fifty years as she helped me to be-
come a better person and social
worker. While she was demanding
of her faculty and students, she had
a contagious laugh with a sense of

humor. I will always cherish our re-
lationship.”

As a pioneer social worker,
Dean Charles was often recog-
nized not only by her contempo-
raries, but also organizations sup-
portive of social justice and civil
rights. Some of Dean Charles’ ac-
colades include Times Picayune
“Loving Cup Award” in 2013; Mil-
lie M. Charles School of Social
Work Endowed Chair; National
Association of Social Workers Pio-
neer; Honorary Doctorate of Hu-
mane Letters, Dillard University;
Founders’ Award, National Asso-
ciation of Black Social Workers,
New Orleans Chapter; National
Association of Social Workers’
Social Worker of the Year; Humani-
tarian of the Year Federal Women
Employees Association; Hannah G.
Solomon Award, National Council
of Jewish Women; and, she was one
of four Women honored by the New
Orleans YMCA for A Lifetime of
Community Service; Social Worker
of the Year; Humanitarian of the
Year Federal Women Employees
Association.

Dean Charles is survived by
her daughter, H. M. K. Amen, and
a host of relatives and friends. Fu-
neral arrangements are pending.

Publisher’s Note

All Elections Matter

Get Out and Vote on Dec. 5th

Terry B. Jones
Publisher,
Data News Weekly

In our role as The People’s Paper
we continue to ask all of our citizens
to get out and vote. As you'll know
we have made history by electing
an African American woman to the

Vice-Presidency, in Kamala Harris,

This is something we should be
proud of as a people; but the fact is,
while our national elections are im-
portant, I would argue that who we
elect to lead us locally is more im-
portant and impact our lives more
directly.

Therefore, we cannot sit idly by
and not vote in this election. I think
back to not even a month ago when
people waited in long lines for sev-
eral hours in some cases to vote in
the November Election.

This was a watershed moment
for us, as we saw the collective
power of our voices when we get

out and vote.

In the December 5th Election,
several important races are on the
ballot, as well as a three millage
propositions.

These races include District At-
torney, various races for judge,
school board and other important
offices; so we are asking all to get
out and vote.

It is your hands that will shape
the future of the City and its direc-
tion.

As the Publisher of Data News
Weekly, I am asking you to let your
voices be heard at the polls, be-
cause all elections matter.

Get Out & Vote

ad s

His first football season, Isaiah
told us, “Wear a jersey with my
name on it. I want everyone to

know you’re here for me.’

Darnell and Denna, adopted 16-year-old leaia

LEARN ABOUT ADOPTING A TEEN

ADOPT KIDS
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Ryan Taylor
Data News Weekly Contributor

“Popping tags” and “Ballin”
are popular slang terms we often
associate with riches or being fi-
nancially well-off. When the beat
drops and you hear “$2,000 just
for the shoes I put on, spin out and
do a 360 for nothing (probably in
a car most people can’t afford)”
... your natural inclination might
be to start nodding your head and
swaying to the beat. Afterall that’s
the effect it’s supposed to have
right? If we didn’t feel the music

. “the culture” wouldn’t be a
thing because it wouldn’t make
money, which at its core is what
we're glorifying right? Making
money and living the good life.

As adults we have to separate the
entertainment value from what we
actually do with our money. When
we seek to live out what we hear
in our music or see in the media,
things can take a turn for the worst.
We can end up spending above our
means, piling up unnecessary debt,
and living paycheck to paycheck. If
you're wearing and driving every

Dollars & Sense
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penny you make ... you've popped
too many tags and need to re-think
what you consider “ballin.”

“Ballin” is state of mind that codi-
fies hustle and self-discipline. It’s
not only about making money and
then frivolously spending it on de-
preciable consumer items such as
cars and clothes. It’s about manag-
ing the money you make to build
wealth and ultimately have it work
for you. That starts with building a
solid financial foundation. To maxi-
mize our savings and investing, we
first need to enfranchise ourselves
into mainstream financial services
and products.

McKinsey & Company pro-
duced a report called, the economic
impact of closing the racial wealth
gap stating that almost half of Black

households (47%) are unbanked
or underbanked. Underbanked be-
ing defined as not having sufficient
access to mainstream financial ser-
vices and products offered by retail
banks. This means a large popula-
tion within our community rely on
alternative financial services like
check cashing and prepaid cards,
which charge significant fees to
people accessing their own hard-
earned money recorded at $40,000
over the life of one’s career.
“Ballers” do not let 40 bands slip
through their hands by not having
the right financial products at their
disposal. As Jay-Z said, “If you owe
me $10 dollars, you ain’t paying me
$9.” You get a checking account to
manage your inflows (money com-
ing in) and outflows (money you

December 5 - December 11, 2020

| Fundamentals
Part 1

owe to other people). You keep a
savings account to stack your paper
up in case of an emergency, save
for a big purchase, or accumulate
dollars to invest in other larger in-
teresting bearing financial vehicles
(e.g. CDS, IRAs, stocks, bonds,
commodities, alternative invest-
ments, real estate, etc.) that build
your wealth.

If you're in the market for a
checking account and savings ac-
count, think about supporting your
local Black depository institution
(https://mightydeposits.com/
posts/bank-black). In Louisiana,
that would be Liberty Bank and
One United Bank. Otherwise check
out https://www.businessinsider.
com/personalfinance/best-no-fee-
checking-accounts. These bank ac-
counts offer great terms and fees
and allow for SO dollar balances.
Likewise, when opening a savings
account, make sure to maximize
the amount of interest earned on
your deposits (money you put in
the bank) by opening a high-yield
savings account. A list of the best
high-yield savings accounts can be
found here https://www.bankrate.
com/banking/savings/best-high-
yield-interests-savings-accounts/.

In the next issue we’ll discuss
creating a budget and how to
maximize your savings. Remem-
ber its journey of small steps,
but with a little bit of discipline
and effort we can all be “ballers”
in our own right.
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DATA CLASSIFIED

Call 504-821-7421 to
place your classified ad.

Job Opportunity

Freelance
Writers
Wanted

Data News Weekly, “The
People’s Paper, is looking
for freelence writers to
join our team print and
digital team. We want
to hear from you if you
are a working journalist,
or an aspiring journalist
who has 2 years or more
of newspaper or PR
writing experience. We
need writers who can
cover New Orleans news
stories, ranging from
local high school sports,
community events, City
Hall and entertainment.
Experience in print is
necessary, experience in
digital and social media
are encouraged.

Compensation is
competitive and great
story ideas will be
appreciated.

If you are interested,
please email your resume
and 3 writing samples to:

terrybjones@bellsouth.
net and datanewseditor@
bellsouth.net.

We can'’t wait to
hear from you!

This space can be

follow us on

twitter)

@DataNews\Week

This space can be yours for only $80
CALL NOW!!!

504-821-7421

yours for only $80

Call Now!

504-821-7421

EVEN TEXTERS AND DRIVERS
HATE TEXTERS AND DRIVERS.

STOPTEXTSSTOPWRECKS.ORG

¥l SENHTSA
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WHAT 15 THE AMERIGAN DREAM?

A five-part discussion
hosted by Carlos Watson.
Join the inaugural
conversation on positively
resetting the American
Dream, together. _

: . \ % Jalen Rose
#realtalk ' tand- m ' 1 Athlete, Commentator

Carlos Watson | ' i . Eddie Glaude %
Host - [ : Princeton Profe

[\4
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