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Cover Story

46th Annual Bayou Classic

New Orleans Get Ready for the Battle of the Cats

Left to right: Mrs. Janis Bluford, Southern University head football coach Dawson Odums,

Southern University President Dr. Ray L. Belton, New Orleans Mayor LaToya Cantrell, Lt.
Governor Billy Nungesser, Grambling State University President Rick Gallot, Grambling State
University Head Football Coach Broderick Fobbs.

The Bayou Classic, football, fun and celebrating the spirit of Black Excellence.

Data News Weekly Staff Edited Report

The Bayou Classic that’s in its 46th year has become
more than a football game. In its nearly 50 years of ex-
istence; it is one of the Nation’s greatest college sports
rivalries, bringing the fans and alumni of Grambling
State University Tigers and the Southern University

Jaguars to New Orleans each November.

What was once a two-day event is now a week-long
list of festivities featuring a Parade, Greek Show &
Battle of the Bands and Fan Festival culminates with
Saturday’s Bayou Classic foothall match-up and half-
time show that is as of much interest as the game?

This year’s big game will determine who will win

the Southwestern Athletic Conference (SWAC) West
Division Title.

“The Bayou Classic is an event that highlights our
great HBCU’s,” remarked New Orleans Mayor LaToya
Cantrell, at the game’s Annual Press Conference sur-
rounded by state leaders and representatives of South-
ern and Grambling.

Cover Story, Continued on page 4.

INSIDE DATA

DATA NEWS WEEKLY

P.0. Box 57347, New Orleans, LA 70157-7347 | Phone: (504) 821-7421 | Fax: (504) 821-7622
editorial: datanewseditor@bellsouth.net | advertising: datanewsad@bellsouth.net

Terry B. Jones Contributors Art Direction &
ST E. Benjamin Production
ublisher Fleur De Lis .
Pubinator.com
Cover Story . .....2 Health News. . . .. .9 . Gharles Dickerson _ Popinatorcom
dwin Buggage City of New Orleans
T Data News Weekly datanewseditor@
i bellsouth.net
Newsmaker ... .. .5 Commentary. . ... .9 Staff Writers
Sharonda Green Andreapema.Morrls Advertising Inquiries
Dgrme I?rthue datanewsad@
1 i i ora Lester
DataZone .. .. .. .6 Fleur DeLis . . . . . 10 Executive Assistant e belsoutunet
June Hazeur USA Today Sports Distribution
1ni Chuck Cook - USA On The Run
OplIllOIl e o o o o o o o o 8 State & LOC&] NeWS . 11 Accounting Today Sports Courier Services

Please call 504-309-9913 for subscription information or to obtain a back issue of the paper ONLY.
Dated material two weeks in advance. Not responsible for publishing or return of unsolicited manuscripts or photos.




WED, NOV. 27-SAT, NOV. 30

BLACK FRIDAY

INCREDIBLE DOORBUSTERS .
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST! MAacys

FREE AFTER REBATE" OFFERS
START THURSDAY, IN STORE ONLY!

*Rebate is a mail-in offer; allow 6-8 weeks for mailing; in CT, Rl & in Dade & Broward Counties, FL, rebate is given at the register. Offers valid in the continental U.S. only. Regular Sales Tax will
apply. Limited quantities. Valid rebates submitted by mail will be awarded via Visa® Prepaid Card. Cards are not credit cards, cannot be redeemed for cash or recurring payments, and are subject to
additional terms and conditions and expiration provided to consumer with card. Fees may apply to cards. Card is issued by MetaBank®, Member FDIC, pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc.

STORE HOURS: ONLINE:

WED 10AM-10PM, THURS 5PM-11:59PM SHOP ALL DAY WED-SAT
FRI 12AM-2AM & 6AM-10PM AT MACYS.COM

SAT 8AM-10PM

Hours may vary by store. Go to macys.com

& click Stores for local information.

SAVINGS LINEUP ¢ more ways to save
$10 OFF $20 OFF

your purchase of $25 or more your purchase of $50 or more

on select sale & clearance clothing, accessories, on select sale & clearance clothing, accessories,

jewelry, watches & home items. Check your Macy’s Wallet or use this jewelry, watches & home items. Check your Macy’s Wallet or use this
coupon 10am 11/27-1pm 11/30/19 or online all day 11/27-11/30/19. coupon 10am 11/27-1pm 11/30/19 or online all day 11/27-11/30/19.
Promo code: BLKFRI25 EXCLUDES DOORBUSTERS. Promo code: BLKFRI50 EXCLUDES DOORBUSTERS.

See other exclusions at macys.com/blackfriday25 See other exclusions at macys.com/blackfriday50

* *
L *macys LTI *macys

Coupon doesn’t apply. Doorbusters available while supplies last. tNon-certified rubies are lead-glass filled. *All carat weights (ct. t.w.) are approximate; variance may be .05 carat. Photos may be enlarged or enhanced to
show detail. Fine jewelry at select stores; visit macys.com for locations. Small appliances, cookware & pillows shown carry the manufacturer’s warranty; for details see a Store Colleague. Advertised merchandise may not
be carried at your local Macy’s & selection may vary by store.
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Dedication to Education:
Southern University Systems
and its Rich Legacy

Many know Southern as its main
campus located in Baton Rouge and
SUNO that is located in New Or-
leans but it's much more than that.
What began as a dream more than
136 years ago is today a living leg-
acy of determination, commitment,
and success. The Southern Univer-
sity and A&M College System is the
only Historically Black University
System in America.

The System has a diverse enroll-
ment of more than 12,000 students
with locations in Louisiana’s capital
City of Baton Rouge, New Orleans,
and Shreveport. A Law School and
Agricultural and Research Center
also are located in Baton Rouge.
The System campuses appeal to stu-
dents with various undergraduate,
graduate, and professional degree
offerings.

Widespread accomplishments of
faculty and alumni have positively
impacted society at every level.
With a strong foundation, a proven
record of achievement, and a fresh
vision for the future, Southern Uni-
versity’s charge to advance the mis-
sion of its founders’ remains at the
heart of our administrators, faculty,
students, and alumni.

Sheryl Underwood
Named an Ambassador
of Bayou Classic

The Classic has always been a
place where celebrities come to
show their support of HBCUs. This
year, comedian, actress, and televi-
sion host Sheryl Underwood has
been named an Ambassador of the
upcoming 46th Annual Bayou Clas-
sic. Best known as the co-host of the
Emmy-Award-Winning, CBS-televi-
sion-show “The Talk,” Underwood
is committed to using her visibility
and influence in positive ways. She
is Founder & Chief Executive Offi-
cer of the Pack Rat Foundation for
Education (PRFFE, 501c3) and is
currently raising money to support
Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities (HBCUSs) and the students
committed to pursuing a higher
education.

“Itis an honor and privilege to be
an Ambassador for the 46th Annual
Bayou Classic — the granddaddy
of all football classics,” said Sheryl
Underwood, Ambassador for the
46th Annual Bayou Classic. “From
our earliest beginnings, we knew
that higher education was the key
to jobs and freedom. Our families
wanted more for their children
which led many to HBCU’s.”

The Bayou Classic,
ranked as the #1 HBCU
Classic in the Nation

Since 1974 during the Thanks-
giving Holiday weekend, New

Cover Story

Sheryl Underwood has been named an Ambassa-
dor of the upcoming 46th Annual Bayou Classic.

Orleans has experienced a rivalry
that brings people from all over the
country to what is known as the
“Battle of the Cats.”

Today, the Bayou Classic and
New Orleans are synonymous. In

its nearly five decades; it has grown
to include empowerment seminars,
a parade, fan festival and much
more. Given this is New Orleans,
of course, parties also take place
all over the city, as people come

Dr. Robyn Merrick, Vice President of External Affairs,
Southern University

together in the spirit of friendly ri-
valry, but most important the game
and the many events are done to
promote African American unity.

In this scenario, the scoreboard
doesn’t matter, and we all win as

www.ladatanews.com

we display Black Excellence every
year.

List of Events for Bayou Classic:

FRIDAY

Coaches Luncheon (Invita-
tion Only)

Friday, November 29, 2019
Hyatt Regency New Orleans 601
Loyola Avenue NOLA 70113
12:00 N-1:30 PM

Bayou Classic BizTech Chal-
lenge Presented by LED
Friday, November 29, 2019
Hyatt Regency Hotel, 601 Loyola
Ave, NOLA 70113

Doors Open at 1:00 PM

Greek Show Presented by Be
the Match

& Battle of the Bands Presented
by United States Marine Corps
Friday, November 29, 2019
Mercedes Benz-Superdome
1500 Sugarbowl Drive NOLA
70112

Doors Open at 6:00 PM | Show
starts at 7:00 PM

SATURDAY

Doc Griggs 2X Around the
Dome

Saturday, November 30, 2019
Mercedes Benz-Superdome
1500 Sugarbowl Drive NOLA
70112

8:00 AM

Bayou Classic Parade Pre-
sented by Cricket Wireless
Saturday, November 30, 2019
The Parade starts on Elysian
Fields Ave. at N. Peters St.
and finishes on Loyola Ave. at
Perdido St.

9:30 AM

Fan Festival Presented by
Cox

Saturday, November 30, 2019
Champions Square - Lasalle St,
NOLA 70112

11:30 AM - 3:30 PM

The 46th Annual Bayou Clas-
sic

Southern University vs. Gram-
bling State University

Saturday, November 30, 2019
Mercedes Benz-Superdome
1500 Sugarbowl Drive NOLA
70112

KICK-OFF at 4:00 PM

The Bayou Classic Halftime
Show

Saturday, November 30, 2019
Mercedes Benz-Superdome
1500 Sugarbowl Drive NOLA
70112

E. Benjamin Contributed to this
Report
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Ransomware Attack on Louisiana Causes Governor
John Bel Edwards to Declare a State of Emergency

Data News Weekly Staff
Edited Report

Last week’s Ransomware Attack
led to multiple state servers being
shut down and closed agencies like
the OMYV for multiple days.

This caused Louisiana Gov. John
Bel Edwards to declare a State of
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Emergency Friday following the
Ransomware Attack on Louisiana.
The declaration allows the sev-
eral agencies to take actions, in-
cluding waiving fees and fines, in
relation to services that have been
temporarily cut off by the attack.
Louisiana’s Technology Office
expects to have all state agencies
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RANSOMWARE IS A TYPL
OF COMPUTER VIRUS THAT
CAN ENTER YOUR COMPUTER
THROUGH EMAIL OR AN
INFECTED WEB PAGE

IT ENCRYPTS AND LOCHS ALL
OF YOUR CRITICAL DOCUMENTS
PICTURES. AND FILES - OFTEN
EVEM IF YOU HAYE AN
ANTIVIRLS INSTALLED

—

YOU COULD BE FORCED TO
PAY THE VIRUS CREATORS AN
EXHORBITANT FEE TO RESCUE
YR FILES - BF THEY CAN
BE RETRIEVED AT ALL!

ladatanews.com

The People’s
\Website

resuming normal operations by
early this week.

It was discovered that ten per-
cent of the state’s 5,000 computer
network’s servers that power oper-
ations across state government and

1,600 PCs were damaged by this
week’s Ransomware Attack.

The attack happened early on
the morning of November 18, 2019.
The state quickly took down com-
puter network systems after they

This holiday, leave with a story, not just a souvenir.

HolidayNewOrleans.com

detected an outside intrusion.

An investigation into the source
of the attack is ongoing. State em-
ployees sidelined by the downed
servers did not have their pay af-
fected, officials said.
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Annual Senator Troy Carter Family
and Friends Thanksgiving Dinner

Tis’ the Season for Tur-
key! People from around
the city joined State Senator
Troy Carter for his Annual
Thanksgiving Dinner on Sat-
urday, November 23, 2019 at
Behrman Gymnasium, 2529
General Meyer Avenue.

Those who attended had
a great time eating Thanks-
giving Dinner with all of the
trimmings; in addition there
was live entertainment. It
was a fun-filled event for the
entire family!

BUILT rormve HOLIDAYS SALES EVENT

WE'LL TAKEIT
FROM HERE SANTA

2020

EXFEDITION

2020
ESCAPE
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O FOR THE

HOLIDAYS

SALES EVENT

GET GREAT MSRP BEFORE DISCOUNTS 21720
-NATIONAL AVG. DEALER DISCOUNT 51,202
HOLIDAY DEALS -BONUS CASH 4,425

TOTAL S
ESTIMATED = 5 627
0/0 SAVINGS? y
EST.
MSRP BEFORE DISCOUNTS 562,140
-NATIONAL AVG. DEALER DISCOUNT 2,839

-BONUS CASH 59,780

SAVINGS ... $12.619

ON SELECT 2019 FORD MODELS SAVINGS®

EARN S
COMPLIMENTARY Mgmiﬁggjglgglﬂgﬁ)|5(OUNT 3;6;571;13
MAINTENANCE : ’

THROUGH FORDPASS REWARDS toIMATED = S"
SAVINGS*

WE'LL TAKE IT
FROM HERE, SANTA.

( Ford

'Modem must be activated within 60 days of purchase through the FordPass™ app on a smartphone and remain active for at least 6 months
after activation. Eligible on select 2019 MY vehicles. Vehicle must have arrived at dealer at least 61 days prior to the sale date. 2Savings on
19 MY Escape includes $2,750 Customer Cash + $500 Select Inventory Customer Cash + $1,175 Bonus Cash + $1,202 National Average Dealer
Discount. 3Savings on 19 MY Expedition includes $2,000 Customer Cash + $750 Select Inventory Customer Cash + $7,030 Bonus Cash +
$2,839 National Average Dealer Discount. “Savings on 19 MY F-150 includes $3,250 Customer Cash + $750 Select Inventory Customer Cash
+$3,500 Bonus Cash + $4,113 National Average Dealer Discount. Average dealer discount is based on a sales survey of average discounts
offered by Ford Dealers nationally. Discount may vary; dealer determines price. Taxes, title and license fees extra. For all offers, take new
retail delivery from an authorized Ford Dealer’s stock by 1/2/20. See participating dealer for complete details.

ladatanews.com
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Andreanecia Morris
Executive Director,
HousingNOLA

In this season of Thanksgiv-
ing, we have to look back on 2019
and reflect on how well or poorly
we reacted to the challenges that
continue to plague New Orleans.
Unfortunately, our efforts continue
to fall short even when we man-
age to achieve the miraculous. We
have been dreading the Quadren-
nial Assessment, knowing that the
unchecked Affordability Crisis
would make an impact. Last year,

Opinion

www.ladatanews.com

2020 City Budget Is A Good Start
But Much More Needs To Be Done

JP Morrell’s Constitutional Amend-
ment gave homeowners a chance
for some relief. This year, we hoped
that our local officials would do
their part for renters and homeown-
ers. We got Proposition 4, a ballot
initiative that would give the City of
New Orleans the chance to add tax
relief to its affordability tool Kit, but
it came with a catch.

Instead of working on the rule
promulgation and then putting it on
the ballot later—the constitutional
amendment was on the ballot with
a host of legislative races and the
primary for the governor’s race.
The measure only passed in New
Orleans. Given that New Orleani-
ans decided to not add the 3 mills
the Mayor was requesting, but in-
explicably chose to permanently
dedicate short-term rental funding
to the tourism industry. We also de-
cided to allocate 5% of 500 million

AUDUBON

ZOO
Lg hts

781 Children's Hospital
v New Orleans LCMC Health

Yy AU
—

)

Put People First

towards the Affordable Bond Fund-
ing that will take years to raise.
We'’re are stuck in a never-ending
loop, where we only do just enough
to barely keep above water.

The 2020 Budget Process has
followed the same path. While the
City Council and Mayor agreed on
a partial roll forward that would
increase funding to the Neighbor-
hood Housing Improvement Fund
(NHIF), we also learned that there
is $8 million still sitting in the NHIF.
The budget also failed to account
for adequate enforcement of STR
policies and the implementation
of the Smart Housing Mix. Most
troubling was the failure to fund
the Continuum of Care Request for
$1.55 million for Rapid Re-Housing
and Problem-Solving Services. The
2019 Point in Time (PIT) Count
showed that there were 1,800 first
time street homeless and providing

\

this funding would help prevent the
same for the 2020 PIT.

We are also missing desperately
needed state resources to provide
transitional housing to the men
and women who are being released
from prison as a part of the Justice
Reinvestment Initiative (JRI) - in-
deed there are incarcerated people
who in jail today because they do
not have a place to call home. The
mayor and council have commit-
ted to work with advocates and
Affordable Housing Providers, but
we have to look at the results of
those prior commitments. The 2019
HousingNOLA Report Card shows
only a 65% adoption rate of policies
that the mayor and council agreed
on when the plan was launched in
2015 and they have recommitted to
these priorities every year since.

UNITY’s Martha Kegel, calls the
fact that the Council has indicated

its interest in continuing to work
with the Continuum of Care to re-
duce homelessness “important and
heartening.” She urges us to “not
be deterred by the fact that they did
not include this request explicitly in
the 2020 budget” as this very first
time “we have ever made a specific
request to the Mayor and Council
to use local funds to end homeless-
ness.” I agree with Martha and we
know that it will take much more
effort on all of our parts to get ev-
eryone to #PutHousingFirst, but I
do know that we can no longer wait,
and we certainly cannot have this
exact conversation next Thanksgiv-
ing. We will be working with our
Community Engagement Work-
ing Group and partners to chart a
course that brings this issue to a
head as we see this crisis moving to
full-blown disaster is, we continue
on our current course.

November 29 through December 30

e

Audubon Zoo

A Facility of Audubon Nature Institute

;}gg%uy Online and SAVE

R

AudubonZoolights.org
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Darcie Ortique
NNPA/OW Contributor

African American women are
reportedly more susceptible to be-
ing overweight or obese than any
other race. The U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services Office
of Minority Health has reported
that roughly four out of five African
American women are either over-
weight or suffering from obesity.
This statistic has a lot to do with the
long-standing history of the African
American culture, socioeconomic
status, stress, and dietary habits
that have been passed down from
one generation to another.

Betty Busby, 55, has struggled
with her weight since high school.
“It's in my genes to be chubby, and
I have always thanked God that I
have a man that loves my shape,” she
said. “He still thinks I'm sexy with my

November 30 - December 6, 2019 Page 9

Health News

esity Among Black Women

Outrageously High

small waistline, big hips, and thighs. I
will be forever grateful for that.”

However, Busby’s significant oth-
er has been upset—and sometimes
frustrated—with her recent drop in
weight and size of her hips. “I'm at-
tempting to improve my health by
dieting and exercising,” Busby ex-
plained. She is under a diet regimen
and is taking medication for high
cholesterol and hypertension after
feeling the pain of extra lower-body
weight. “I sometimes get annoyed
because he is constantly [oversee-
ing] my meals and complains about
the difference in hip size.”

Living with Constant
Harassment

In addition to health issues,
Busby said her shape has caused
problems in shopping for clothing
that smaller women can typically
buy offtherack. Men are often

Part 1

learn to live with the harassment,”
she said. “Butt slaps were really
offensive. I just hated when a guy
would not back down with coming
up to me in a public place. I asked
one guy why he was so persistent,
and he responded with: ‘T'm afraid
if I go home without your number,
I'll never meet someone like you
again.”

Busby also said the work world
can be a tricky environment, par-
ticularly if you encounter a female
superior with different [smaller]
physical attributes than you. “Males
will move boxes for you, open doors
and pay special attention to you,”
said Busby who is employed by the
Los Angeles Department of Public
Social Services.

Part 2 will explore cultural
standards of beauty and percep-
tions of fitness for African Amer-
ican women.

endowed women.
“As a young adult, I had to

verbally assertive with unsolicited
comments and reactions to well-

Commentary

Be Thankful

Charles Dickerson
Data News Weekly Columnist

We are at the time of year where
we all gather as family and friends
to give thanks. And while I am
one who celebrates the Holiday of
Thanksgiving and appreciates the
sense of selflessness and giving it
brings out; this is a spirit we should
carry out year-round.

It is something that is very im-
portant in the times we live where
people are so divided, as well as
being unsatisfied and in a state of
discontent with their lives. This
is oftentimes connected to people
feeling they do not have enough
“stuff” making then unhappy with
their lot in life.

But I am here to tell you that get-
ting the most out of life is about how
you look at it. It is a matter of perspec-
tive that is key to one’s success and
happiness. How so many of us we
gauge our success in America is, un-
fortunately, a by-product of our capi-

talist society that many often equate
excess with success, measuring suc-
cess by bigness and external things.

I say this not to discourage one
from achieving or aspiring to have
material things, but I am suggest-
ing also look at other things in your
life to measure your success. What
is your family life like, do you have
arelationship with God, and how do
you treat others? It is my view; suc-
cess in life is mostly internal. I think
if more people took this approach,
they could be more content, get
along with others and have a differ-
ent worldview that would be more
positive and optimistic.

In my opinion, if we spent more
time looking inward and being
thankful for what we have and not
look at others to judge our success
and progress; our lives would be
much better. I encourage all to con-
tinue to strive to make your life bet-
ter, but it would take the pressure
off if every individual would focus
on running their own race, and in
their own lane. In this way; they can
enjoy life as their own unique jour-
ney and measure success and hap-
piness on their own terms.

“And Remember... That Little
Things Mean A Lot”

So, on this Thanksgiving, I say
be thankful for the life you have not
only on this day, but every day.

l. ;.-
I

- i »
Southern University System Foundation JAG TALKERS: Quionne Dabney, Kadarius Walker, and Courtney Johnson

To the Jaguar Nation, :
Thank you for your continued support of the students, faculty, staff, and campuses of the
Southern University System. Enjoy the City of New Orleans and the 45th Annual Bayou Classic.

The Southern University System Foundation is a private, nonprofit corporation established to secure
financial support for each of the five campuses of the Southern University System. The Foundation
is a voluntary institute of business and professional leaders, proudly incorporated to provide broader
educational advantages to our students, encourage research among our faculty, and advance the
University's role in helping to build an increasingly functional Louisiana.

Scan the QR Code below to GIVE TODAY!

3 qu :

TrueBl UE

EDUCATION. PHILANTHROPY. COMMUNITY.




Page 10

November 30 - December 6, 2019

'*- Fleur De Lis ﬂ

www.ladatanews.com

Getting It Done and Striving
to Be Number 1

A

| o-—

y 3

y

Nov 24, 2019; New Orleans, LA, USA; New Orleans Saints fans in the stands celebrate after a win against
the Carolina Panthers at the Mercedes-Benz Superdome. Photo: Derick E. Hingle-USA TODAY Sports

Fleur De Lis
Data News Weekly Columnist

This is Fleur De Lis wishing all
my NOLA folks Happy Thanksgiv-
ing. All I can say about this week’s
game is “whew” in their 34-31 win
against the Carolina Panthers. Now
they are four games up in the NFC
South.

They are now 9-2 and are a game
away from clinching their third
straight NFC South Division Title.
Next week if we beat up on the dirty
birds of Atlanta, we can clinch the
division and then fight to become
the number one seed in the NFC
playoffs.

We got San Francisco coming
up in the next few weeks, which
may be a preliminary for the NFC
Championship game. I feel we have
what it takes to knock them off and
this year get to the Super Bowl in
Miami. Even though we were one
bad call away from making it last

year but let me stick to this year’s
team who is getting it done.

This year the Saints have shown
that they have found all kinds of
ways to win and that they can over-
come injuries and adversity to make
the big plays and win games.

This week they got it done, while
not the bestplayed game, they
made key plays and capitalized on
the mistakes of the Panthers. This
game was truly a nail biter that kept
all of us on the edge of our seats.
The fans in the stadium and all the
fans cheered with excitement as
in the final seconds the Saints put
together a game-winning drive and
Wil Lutz connected on a field goal
to give the Saints a victory the same
way he did in week one against the
Houston Texans.

We got the W, I guess that’s what
matters, but this game should have
been an easy game for our Saints,
who are by far a better team than
the Panthers. But as we move to

Drew Brees Running off the field after their dramatic 34-31 victory
over the Carolina Panthers...Give this man 2 minutes with the ball and

anything is possible.

Nov 24, 2019; New Orleans, LA, USA; New Orleans Saints defensive end Cameron Jordan with his daugh-
ters before their game against the Carolina Panthers at the Mercedes-Benz Superdome. Photo: Chuck

Cook-USA TODAY Sports

the playoffs where we will be play-
ing the league’s best, we have to put
our best foot forward and play with
consistency.

So now onto Atlanta on Thanks-

ladatanews.com

The People’s Website

giving Day, which we hope will be a
day where we will celebrate clinch-
ing the division and be second lin-
ing both in the N.O. and in the A.
In closing to all my NOLA peo-

ple, I say Happy Thanksgiving and
Bayou Classic. Get out and enjoy
your family, friends and loved ones.
Be thankful for what you got and
live your best life.

Find us on:

facebook.

more photos
more stories
more data
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New Orleans City Council

Adopts 2020 C

City of New Orleans

NEW ORLEANS - After sev-
eral weeks of budget hearings, the
Council adopted the City’s 2020 Op-
erating and Capital Budgets, con-
cluding the Annual Budget Review
Process and establishing spending
levels for the coming year. Prior to
the meeting, the City held a special
Revenue Estimating Conference
to adopt an adjusted 2020 revenue
forecast and capture newly identi-
fied sources of revenue.

Since October 17, when Mayor
LaToya Cantrell appeared before
the Council to present a proposed
$721.9 million Annual Operating
Budget from the City’s general
fund, the Council has held a rigor-
ous budget review process to learn
the needs of each department and
listen to residents’ concerns. As
a result of the budget revenue
process, the Council adopted an
amended operating budget totaling
$725.9 million, which represents an
increase of $4 million.

“Today is a historic one for the
City of New Orleans and our chil-
dren. We'’re setting an unprecedent-
edly high bar for the State of Louisi-
ana and the entire country with this
incredible investment in our young
people. We've gone from $750,000
two years ago, to $1.5 million in
2018, to an unprecedented $3 mil-
lion for early childhood education
in 2020. I'm extremely grateful to
my colleagues, the Administration,
and my staff for the months of hard
work that went into this budget.
Our future and that of our children,
has never been brighter,” said Dis-
trict “D” Councilmember and Bud-
get Chair Jared Brossett.

2020 Budget highlights include

funding for the following:

¢ Early Childhood Education pro-
grams to expand access to quality
early childcare and education in
New Orleans (doubling funding
by $1.5M to bring the allocation
to S3M)

e Total Community Action to pur-
chase a food pantry freezer to
store food provides low-income
vulnerable individuals/families
with food supplements ($8,000)

¢ Demolition of the blighted Hig-
gins Gate apartment complex
($800,000)

e Algiers Water Management
Study ($250,000)

¢ Code Enforcement to address
quality of life needs and eliminate
blight ($700,000)
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e Department of Health for mo-
bile decibel monitors to address
noise concerns ($45,000)

e Department of Health for a
Domestic  Violence Initiative
(8250,000)

“I'm very pleased with the col-
laboration of the budget process,”
said Councilmember-At-Large
Helena Moreno. “My colleagues
and I on this Council have been
laser-focused on making New Or-
leans a more affordable city to live
in since we began in 2018. Today,
the Council followed through by
lowering - not raising - property
taxes at a time when assessments
are skyrocketing and potentially
forcing long term homeowners
out of their neighborhoods. The
Council also made clear its pri-
orities: infrastructure and public
safety. I'm also proud that we once
again doubled funding for early
childhood education and allocated
specific funding for domestic vio-
lence initiatives.”

Throughout this year’s budget
hearings, Councilmember Bros-
sett led a negotiation process with
the Mayor’s Administration to en-
sure critical initiatives and services
are funded while minimizing the
burden on our residents’ tax bills.
Given that the 2020 tax year is a
quadrennial reassessment year,
there has been considerable discus-

sion regarding the reassessment
process and the rising property tax
assessments that resulted, leading
to heightened concern among resi-
dents about their tax bills and the
effect a potential roll forward could
have on that bill.

In a reassessment year, the
Council may roll forward millages
up to the maximum authorized
rates. Recognizing the concerns of
residents, Councilmember Bros-
sett ensured the redirection of cer-
tain millages to fund public safety
and infrastructure while reducing
(rolling back) other millages dur-
ing the negotiation process with the
Administration. This redirection
of millages allows the Council to
ensure critical initiatives and ser-
vices are funded while remaining
revenue-neutral.

Key millages being funded:
¢ New Orleans Police Department

(NOPD) & Fire Department

(NOFD)

e Sewerage & Water Board

(S&WB)

e City Alimony
¢ Neighborhood Housing Improve-
ment Fund (NHIF)

Certain millages being levied
below the rollback millage rate:
¢ Economic Development Fund
e Capital Improvement Fund
¢ Audubon Park
¢ New Orleans Public Library

“This budget is a true collabo-
ration of the Administration and
the Council to improve critical
services that our City values and
expects. We worked diligently to
approve a budget that shows our
shared priorities such as public
safety, infrastructure, quality of
life, economic development, and
most importantly, the children
of this City. I applaud everyone
involved for a continued focus of
providing better education out-
comes for New Orleans’ most vul-
nerable children by funding early
childhood education, investing in
our fire and police departments
to ensure they have the resources
to better serve our citizens, and
securing much-needed monies to
finally clean up, Higgins Gate, a
huge blighted property in Algiers
which I hope will spur new devel-
opment on the West Bank.” said
District “C” Councilmember Kris-
tin Gisleson Palmer.

“Today, we protected funding
for vital public services in a smart
way,” said District “A” Councilmem-
ber Joe Giarrusso. “Government’s
first job is to provide those public
services responsibly. This deal be-
tween the Mayor and Council con-
centrates on the quality of life issues
with spending for first responders,
streets, drainage, maintenance, and
other fundamental needs.”
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DATA CLASSIFIED

Call 504-821-7421 to
place your classified ad.

Job Opportunity

Freelance
Writers
Wanted

Data News Weekly, “The
People’s Paper, is looking
for freelence writers to
join our team print and
digital team. We want
to hear from you if you
are a working journalist,
or an aspiring journalist
who has 2 years or more
of newspaper or PR
writing experience. We
need writers who can
cover New Orleans news
stories, ranging from
local high school sports,
community events, City
Hall and entertainment.
Experience in print is
necessary, experience in
digital and social media
are encouraged.

Compensation is
competitive and great
story ideas will be
appreciated.

If you are interested,
please email your resume
and 3 writing samples to:

terrybjones@bellsouth.
net and datanewseditor@
bellsouth.net.

We can'’t wait to
hear from you!

This space can be

yours for only $80

Call Now!

504-821-7421




SCIENCE

ENGINEERING

TIERA FLETCHER
STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS ENGINEER, BOEING



