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Data News Weekly Honors

The 2013 -2014
Trailblazers of the Month

Ordinary Citizens Doing the Extraordinary,
to Make New Orleans Great.

As part of the Data News Weekly annual cel-
ebration, we take time out to recognize those or-

dinary citizens, our neighbors, teachers, pastors,
business owners and public servants who with
their extraordinary acts of caring and kindness,
make New Orleans a better place for us all. It is

with great honor that we present to you the 2013 -
2014 Trailblazers of the Month. Please join us on
Thursday night as we celebrate them and name
the Trailblazer of the Year
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DAVID BATISTE
Marching to the Music of Change

By Edwin Buggage

David Batiste is a legend in the field of music as
Founder and Bandleader of David Batiste and the
Gladiators. He is most notably known for his soul
classic ‘Funky Soul Part 1 and 2." Today he contin-
ues to be in demand internationally as a pioneer of
New Orleans funk music. Also these days he is giv-
ing back to the next generation. On any given day
you can see Mr. Batiste engaging young people at
the Batiste Cultural Arts Academy, a Pre-k thru 8th
Grade School started by one of his sons Damon
Batiste. The school was one of eight schools across
the nation that won the President’s Art Initiative
Award through the President Obama’s Committee

on the Arts and Humanities. “I feel blessed to have
this amazing opportunity working with kids, when
I see how they light up when we help them there
is no dollar amount that can compensate for seeing
children being given the tools to be successful in
life.” Continuing he says, “I try to tell young people
to learn to think for themselves, and to push them-
selves to be their best. [ am glad to see these young
kids go on to do great things with their lives. We
have children this year that will graduate and go on
to Benjamin Franklin, New Orleans Center for Cre-
ative Arts (NOCCA) and so many other schools
around the City and it feels good that we played
a part in these kids’ lives and encouraged them to
strive for excellence.” (Photo by Peter Nakhid)

Cover Story, Continued
on next page.
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DARRYL “DANCING

MAN 5047” YOUNG
Healing the World through Dance

Cover Story, Continued from previous page.

JUNE 29, 2013

CAMERON

MIMS
Wise Beyond His Years

By Edwin Buggage

Cameron Mims is a
young man on a mission.
In his short 18 years of life
he has amassed the wisdom
displaying the traits of a
young Solomon. Wise be-
yond his years, he is a lead-
er giving counsel and guid-
ance to those both young
and old. Cameron is a 2013
honors graduate of Eleanor
McMain High School. He
was inducted into the Na-
tional Honor Society, and
was a member of the track
team. He is a young man
armed with a plan and a fo-
cus that will insure a bright
future. “My plan is to attend
college, this year where I
will be an incoming fresh-
man at Xavier University. |
will be studying Business
and Computer Science and

one day hope to become a
Computer Information Sys-
tems Manager,” says Cam-
eron. Planning is important
if you are to become suc-
cessful in life, and this has
been first and foremost in
Cameron’s quest to achieve
greatness. Speaking with
the confidence of some-
one who is on the path to
achieving his goals, advis-
ing other youth who do not
have a plan he remarks,
“For those who don’t have a
plan find something you en-
joy or something you have a
talent at because everyone
has a talent, for some it may
be in numbers, for others
it may be in computers or
some in writing or speaking
or a knack for business, but
I say explore your talents
and try different things.”
(Photo by Edwin Buggage)

By Edwin Buggage

New Orleans is a place
where life consists of more
than simply existing; it is a
place where life is lived to

the fullest and celebrated
on a daily basis. Twenty four
hours a day, somewhere in
the City you can hear blar-
ing horns, the sounds of
drums, voices singing or
see people dancing to the
unique beats and rhythms
that are New Orleans. Hail-
ing from the Ninth Ward,
Darryl “Dancing Man”
Young has become an am-
bassador bringing Second
Line Culture and the edu-
cating people on New Or-
leans to people of all ages
across the globe. His “Heal

2 Toe Project” is a fitness
program aimed at kids us-
ing the second line dance
as way to engage young
people in physical activity
while teaching them about
New Orleans culture. He
has taken his program to
many cities in the U.S. and
places as far away as Paris,
France teaching young kids
through dance. Young says
as he travels many kids say
they can’t dance and are
afraid, but he uses this as
an opportunity to teach a
greater life lesson.

Cover Story, Continued on page 4.

Skilled Nursing

Psychiatric Nursing
Physical Therapy

Speech Therapy
Occupational Therapy
Home Health Aide Services
Social Services

Medical Supplies

Why Home Health Care Services?

Here are 3 important reasons you should consider home health care for your loved one...

We Bring Health Care
Home 1o You.

- It allows the client to be in familiar surroundings while receiving care.
- It keeps physicians alert to client’s status and medical conditions.
« It provides professional observation of client’s conditions.

Eligibilities & Criteria

- Physician must order home care for the client who is in need.
- Client must be home-bound based upon medical conditions.

* Skilled intermittent services must be a requirement.

Anyone covered by Medicare/Medicaid and/or private
insurance is eligible at NO OUT OF POCKET EXPENSE.

h2S 4

HOME CARE SERVICES

Office: 6960 Martin Drive, New Orleans, LA 70126 - Phone: 504.241.8823

ladatanews.com
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REV.
SAMSON
“SKIP”

DELFEAYO MARSALIS

Playing a Tune of Success for
New Orleans Youth

By Edwin Buggage

The name Marsalis has be-
come synonymous with great
music and many people have
come to know Delfeayo Mar-

Excellence

salis as a talented musician
(trombonist) and producer.
But what many do not know
is that he is an educator who
uses his immense talent to give
back to the community. In ad-
dition to being part of a great
legacy of music he is also ac-
tive in working with the youth
as founder and artistic director
of The Uptown Music Theatre.
Since founding the theatre
in 2000 children between the
ages of 8 and 18 have been
enriched after going through
Marsalis’ program, also in 2009

Over 32 years of Service

Innovation

he implemented his” Kidstown
After School Program” in three
New Orleans Public Schools
and composed 80 songs to in-
troduce kids to Jazz. With great
pride he speaks of the kids and
their great accomplishments
saying they have participated
in the Junior Theatre Festival
in Atlanta, Georgia where year
after year competing with kids
from around the nation and
winning numerous awards in-
cluding “Outstanding Produc-
tion” and being recognized for
their excellent work.

Responsiveness

Congratulation Data News Weekly

Construction Services

Comprehensive Waste Management

Environmental Services

(b04) 520-8333

www.metroservicesgroup.com

ALEXANDER

Eyewitness to History

By Edwin Buggage

He has been on the front-
line of history with many in
both the national and local
struggle for Civil Rights.
Today Rev. Samson “Skip”
Alexander is still fighting
the righteous fight using his
wisdom and passing it on to
future generations. When
speaking with him you are
always guaranteed to get a
lesson given the great gifts
he has for both teaching
and preaching. Rev. Alex-
ander or Mr. Skip as he is
known is a fountain of infor-
mation and is a walking his-
tory book or encyclopedia
on Civil Rights and the His-
tory of Black New Orleans.
Much of which he shares

on his television program
on community access on
Cox Channel 76 and a Radio
Show that airs on WBOK-
AM 1230, most appropri-
ately called “Eyewitness to
History.” Throughout his
over eight decades of life he
has been involved in media
working both for the Loui-
siana Weekly and the Data
News Weekly and has fond
memories and great respect
for his friend Data News
founder Joseph “Scoop”
Jones, “He was a great man
with a vision to give people
a voice and I am glad to see
what he created continue,
because our community
needs our own media to tell
our own stories and record
our own history.”

Cover Story/Continued on page 5
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TRACIE
WASHINGTON
Battling on the Frontlines

of the Fight to
Secure Justice for All

as President & CEO of Loui-
siana Justice Institute (LJI),
a non-profit human rights
organization and law firm
devoted to fostering social
justice campaigns across
Louisiana (www.Louisiana-
Justicelnstitute. org). In ad-
dition to her work with LJI,
Tracie is the Principal Con-
sultant with Higher Ground
Consultants, LLC (http://
www.highergroundconsul-
tants.com/), On the educa-
tion front, Tracie serves as
General Counsel to Friends
of King, Inc. a school district
within New Orleans, estab-
lished by distinguished and
accomplished New Orleans
Educators post-Katrina. She
is also an Adjunct Professor
of Political Science at Dil-
lard University.

By Edwin Buggage

Her name has become
synonymous with advocacy
and the fight for justice.
For over 20 years Tracie
Washington has maintained
a general civil practice con-
centrated in education law,
civil rights, and labor/em-
ployment law. As Hurricane
Katrina changed the lives
of many, thrusting them
into new directions, it took
Tracie on a new and more
meaningful path. Post Hur-
ricanes Katrina and Rita,
Tracie’s legal practice has
focused on protecting the
civil rights of individuals af-
fected by these national ca-
tastrophes. Tracie has been
counsel in several cases
involving the rights of New
Orleans Katrina survivors

Cover Story ‘
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KRISTI

COLEMAN

Generation “"Why?”
AnAnswer to a Bigger Problem

i

By Edwin Buggage

Kristi Coleman, hailing from
New Orleans East, is an admi-
rable example of a leader of
our generation. Graduate of the
Historically Black College and
University of Dillard University,
daughter of a Director of Clinical
Research and a retired school
instructor, Kristi was drawn to

entertainment from young. As
her first love, she began danc-
ing at an early age. “It just feels
natural to be in front of a crowd,”
she explains. With this as a con-
tributory piece to her founda-
tion, she began to help with Leap
4 Success while studying Mass
Communications at Dillard and
graduating at the top of her
class. Here, the technical and be-
hind the scenes work helped her
to become a wellrounded co-
host for the all access New Or-
leans Public School channel, but
she didn’t stop there. Ms. Cole-
man’s first true step into televi-
sion came at the opportunity of
hosting the television show “Our
Wedding Day, Southern Style,”
where she gained more expo-

sure and experience, all while
staying in front of the camera.
She, then, began to use her tal-
ent and accumulated knowledge
for the local news station, FOX
8. While still maintaining her
radio show under the alias Kristi
“Sugarcookie” that can be heard
Saturday mornings and Sunday
afternoons on Power 102.9. Kris-
ti noticed that the opportunity
to show the world, at least the
metro area, came in the form of
FOX 8’s official Traffic Reporter.
This was a way to prove herself
wrong once again. “That doesn’t
mean I didn’t think I was going
to get the position. I just like to
challenge myself and see what
happens.”

Cover Story/Continued on page 6

September 17, 2014 marks the third anniversary of The Legend Of LIONMAN One
Million Kick Challenge, a national kicking event created by GrandMaster Eric
“LIONMAN” O’Neal, Sr., 7 Time U.S.K.A. World Karate Champion, in support of First
Lady Michelle Obama’s “Let’'s Move” initiative to help end obesity in America. Based
in New Orleans, Louisiana, The Legend Of LIONMAN One Million Kick Challenge is
a national event with more than 2 billion kicks reported across the country in 2013,
and an international phenomenon with The Legend Of LIONMAN One Million Kick
Challenge in Japan at the Yokosuka Naval Base. First Lady Michelle Obama has
inspired this movement which has had a phenomenal impact on the quality of life for

America’s youth!

The schedule is as follows: Arise Acdemy

8:15 am9 m

=

Martin Luther King Elementary School 9:25-10:10 am
Mary Coghill Elementary 10:30 am-11:10 am

Lunch

Ben Franklin Jefferson Campus 12:30 to 1:15 pm

Ben Franklin Nashville Campus 1:30 to 2 pm

Join thousands of schools, universities, churches and community groups as we help
"Kick Obesity Out Of America” with The Third Annual The Legend of LION-
MAN One Million Kick Challenge on September 17, 2014.

Page 5
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LISA CRINEL
A Woman Lacedwith a Heart of Gold

Lisa Crinel is a business and
civic leader who has dedicated
much time and effort serving the
people of New Orleans and giv-
ing back. She is the embodiment
of the words that appear in the
Book of Luke, “to whom much is
given, much is required.” Dur-
ing the holiday season many are
in the spirit of giving. But Crinel
is someone who gives year round
and in so many ways. Recently,
she completed her annual fourth
annual bike give away, but this

year had a different twist. Nor-
mally, it is open it up to the public,
but this year she gave away bikes
to the kids of incarcerated par-
ents. Throughout the years Cri-
nel has been an advocate for edu-
cation, in addition, to supporting
other activities aimed at helping
youths reach their full potential.
She partners with different orga-
nizations to help in giving away
school supplies to young people.
Currently she partners with St.
Mary’s Academy , giving three

JANUARY 25, 2014

A Profile in Courage

Ernest Marcelle Jr. has paved the
way for African-Americans in the
quest for justice, equality and op-
portunity. Throughout his life he’s
been involved in Civil Rights. Mar-
celle’s life is one of many histori-
cal firsts. In many of his early jobs
after leaving the military he was
the first Black hired in non-menial
positions during the dark days of
segregation, but the one he’s come
to be most noted for is as the first

Black Louisiana State Policeman.
Marcelle has led his life dedicated
to equal rights; telling many stories
of his personal struggles on the
frontlines battling stereotypes and
the racial barriers of the time. Re-
telling these stories he is not bitter,
but someone who has triumphed
against injustice with strength and
compassion. He advises young men
to avoid getting a criminal record
because it may cause problems in

FEBRUARY 22, 201 3

NORRIS HENDERSON
Leading the Fight Towards Justice for All

Norris Henderson is a name
that is synonymous with the fight
for justice. After serving 27 years
for a crime he did not commit
he has become a soldier on the
frontline fighting against injustice
and empowering those formerly
incarcerated. Speaking of how
he’s come to the work of serving
others he says, “After serving 27
years for a crime I didn’t commit
and seeing firsthand the flaws
in the Criminal Justice System
and additionally there were not

enough services available upon
them being released. So when I
got out it’s been my goal to advo-
cate for removing some of the bar-
riers for people getting out of pris-
on that inhibit them in trying to
find jobs, access to healthcare and
housing.” He is the Co-Director of
Safe Streets/Strong Communities
and Founder and Executive Direc-
tor of V.O.T.E. (Voice of the Ex-Of-
fender). After being unjustly incar-
cerated for nearly three decades
some would assume he would be

full tuition scholarships, and has
also given scholarships to St. Au-
gustine. She sponsors four AAU
Basketball teams, and has pur-
chased plane tickets for kids to fly
to tournaments or rented buses so
kids can go and have the opportu-
nity to play in playoff games. As
the Owner of Abide Home Care
Services and Lace the Grand Ball-
room and as a Board Member of
the New Orleans Regional Black
Chamber of Commerce she is a
role model for all people.

REV. DR. ERNEST MARCELLE, JR.

their lives and limit their opportuni-
ties. He’s worked in many capaci-
ties ministering and serving those
in need. “I've worshipped at Prayer
Tower Church of God and Christ
for 53 years, I've served as Assistant
Pastor for 35 years. Over the years
through the church I've worked
with our prison ministry program,
we bought supplies for young men
and upon release we would help
them transition to get jobs.”

angry. Conversely, he is a compas-
sionate caring man who says he
made lemonade out of lemons, he
is an eternal optimist when speak-
ing of what has become his life’s
work. “I would describe my life
as one where a bad experience
netted great results; I turned a
negative into a positive. I feel if I
wouldn’t have gone through what
Idid I couldn’t do the work of help-
ing others and reform a system
that in some regard is still unfair
to people of color.”
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Birthday Bash at Bertha's Place

Photos by Glenn Summers

Mark, the Co-owner Of Bertha’s Place held his Birthday Bash on Sunday September 14, 2014. The event was
well attended, as friends and family gathered to wish Mark the best birthday ever. Happy Birthday Mark.

Visit www.ladatanews.com for more photos from these events
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25TH, 2014
6:00 PM — 9 :00 PM
in THE MASQUERADE LOUNGE
FREE—No cover (c]hlaurge—F REE
BRW also performs on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday at

FUNKY 544 8 pm — UNTIL 544 BOURBON STREET
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PO |
Driving to get her
daily DQ® fix, though
you'e lactose intolerant.
l |

T

Smm— Having all youlr
daughter’s radio

stations programmed,

Hearing her giggle when
you say: Play episode
“Natural Hair for Newbies.”

|
Loving your baby girl’s
music and hating
yourself for it.

* Available feature. DQ is a trademark of Am. D.Q. Corp. and used with permission.

©2014 Ford Motor Company. (o] Further
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To me, giving back means making a real and positive difference in people's lives
today and tomorrow.

Entergy New Orleans has a long history of investing in our communities through
employee volunteer programs, community grants and economic development
leadership that helps encourage and fund new business and job opportunities.

I'm proud to work for a company that believes in supporting its employees and
the community, and a company that takes responsibility for helping to make the

Charles Rice world a better place.
President and CEO,
B 00 Bt i Learn more about our community and economic development activities at

entergyneworleans.com. Giving back to the community. That's The Power of People.

[
== Entergy

THE POWER OF PEOPLE®

A message from Entergy New Orleans, Inc. ©2014 Entergy Services, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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JAQUELINE FLEMING
Making Big Dreams Come True

Jaqueline Fleming is a woman many have
come to know as an Actress, sharing the screen
with many of Hollywood greats including Ter-
rence Howard, Samuel L. Jackson, Mark Wahl-
berg, Blair Underwood and many others. But
what many do not know is that she is a person
who is dedicated to giving back to the next gen-
eration. With her Jaq’s Acting Studio she im-
parts not only acting lessons but lessons for life.
“I give of my time and wisdom to my kids; I go
the extra mile for them to help them realize their
dreams.” Continuing she says, “In some cases
their parents may not have the means to pay for
classes, but because of their passion I still work
with them. I spend a lot of time with my students

mentoring, encouraging and trying to inspire
them both inside and outside of the classroom.”

When some think of acting, they oftentimes
don’t think of what goes into it; discipline, fo-
cus, dedication, the ability to work with oth-
ers, taking direction and playing your role to
the best of your ability. These are many of the
skills one must have to be a success in life. A
point that Fleming stresses, “My acting class
is more than just about teaching kids acting; it
is about preparing them for life, because many
of the things they learn in my classes can be
applied to other areas of their lives and can
help them through their journey through life
and its many challenges.”

Page 11

Hon. Dale N. Atkins
Clerk, Civil District Court, Orleans Parish

As Clerk of Civil District Court of Orleans

Parish, I would like to extend well wishes to Data
News Weekly on 48 years of service to the com-
munity and congratulations to the twelve (12)
1railblazers on their accomplishments.

Happy 48th Anniversary to the Data News Weekly

ladatanews.com

© 2014 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved.

Keeping America globally competitive,
moving forward and growing strong
requires acommitment to high-speed
broadband IP technology that reliably
delivers dynamic services.

IP innovation. It's one of the ways
everything works together so you can
connect to your world, faster.

MOBILIZING
YOUR
WORLD
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KAYLA NEVILLE
The Voice of a New Generation

By Edwin Buggage

Kayla Neville is a young
woman who is poised to become
a leader of her generation. As a
senior at De LaSalle High School
she is working to create aware-
ness around stopping the vio-
lence on the streets of New Or-

leans; something is plaguing our
community and threatens the fu-
ture hopes and dreams of many
young people. Recently, Kayla
won a $2500 college scholarship
essay contest sponsored by local
radio station WQUE-FM Q93, At-
torney Morris Bart, Crimestop-
pers and other businesses. In her

essay she wrote how she would
create a non- violent community
and since her winning she has
shared her essay with other stu-
dents at schools and leaders with
discussions hopes that violence
in New Orleans can be reduced
especially among ages 24 and un-
der. She has taken her platform

www.ladatanews.com

seriously as she has spoken be-
fore the New Orleans Recreation-
al Department Commission, she
has also been a guest on WBOK
and started an Instagram page;
504violenceturnaround, to have
an open dialogue with other stu-
dents and to promote peaceful
resolutions to conflicts.

JEFFERSON PARISH

First
NBC

Member FDIC

First NBC Bank
Vice Chairman
Dr. Charles C. Teamer

First NBC Bank recognizes that a community based financial
institution grows when it has professional and caring
employees. We strive every day to supply the best banking
services to each of our customers.

Majority local ownership allows us to cut through red tape and
make decisions quickly when responding to our customers’
financial needs. The Bank’s flexible organizational structure
affords our clients access to highly skilled and empowered
bankers who are valued as trusted financial partners. And
because we believe in open communication with customers, we
will always encourage you to discuss your financial objectives
and look for ways to implement them. First NBC Bank never
stopped lending even during days of market instability. We’re
recognized as one of the top lending and service related banks
throughout the Crescent City and the Metropolitan Area. So,
if you want to work with a bank that makes client services its
primary concern, you know who you can turn to-First NBC

Bank. :

www.firstnbcbank.com 504-566-8000  cou rousine

Elmwood Office
504-671-3510

Kenner Office
504-671-3540

Lapalco Office
504-671-3570

Veterans Office
504-671-3530

Transcontinental Office
504-671-3425

Terrytown Office
504-671-3550

Manhattan Office
504-252-4315

Cleary Office
504-252-4360

ORLEANS PARISH

Main Office

210 Baronne Street
504-566-8000

Mid City Office
504-252-4345

St. Charles Office
504-252-4330

Read Office
504-671-3875

Carondelet Office
504-671-3560

DeGaulle Office
504-252-4300

Lakeview Office
504-671-3520

Find us on:

facebook.




www.ladatanews.com

Advancement Project
Remembers the Victims
of the 16th Street Baptist
Church Bombing

Fifty-one years ago, four young
girls lost their lives to a Ku Klux Klan
bombing of the 16th Street Baptist
Church in Birmingham, Alabama.
The deaths of Addie Mae Collins,
14; Denise McNair, 11; Carole Rob-
ertson, 14; and Cynthia Wesley, 14;
horrified the nation, and served as a
clarion call for civil rights for African
Americans. Advancement Project
issued the following statement in
solemn remembrance of the church
bombing and these young martyrs of
the Civil Rights Movement:

“The deaths of Addie Mae Collins,
Denise McNair, Carole Robertson
and Cynthia Wesley jolted the na-
tion’s conscience and hastened the
call for federal protections for African
Americans,” said Advancement Proj-
ect Co-Director Judith Browne Dia-
nis. “The notion that men, filled with
unmitigated hate, would decimate a
place of worship, killing and maiming
unsuspecting church members, sent
shockwaves across the country. The

tragic loss of the young lives galva-
nized Americans, helping to guaran-
tee the passage of the landmark Civil
Rights Act of 1964. Fifty-one years
later, it is our duty to vigilantly ensure
continued progress and justice for
communities of color.”

“While the Civil Rights Act of
1964 outlawed discrimination based
on race, the rights of many are still
under fire,” said Advancement Proj-
ect Co-Director Penda D. Hair. “To-
day, the stains of racism continue to
manifest in both subtle and equally
pernicious manners across this na-
tion — from New York to Los Ange-
les, to the streets of Ferguson, Mo.
While it has been 51 years since
the deaths of those four little girls,
we must never forget the sacrifices
they and so many others made. We
walk on sacred ground in the foot-
steps of those lost but not forgotten,
and in their memory we continue to
work towards a more just democ-
racy for all.”

State & Local News

Edwin
Edwards and Tulane Graduate
and Director of Veterans Hous-
ing Outreach Ministries Ad-
dresses Housing for Homeless
Veterans

Former Governor

Reaching Out to Help
Homeless Veterans

Lisa Carey, Director
W of Veterans Housing
'S Outreach Ministries
| which provide hous-
ing, clothing and food
l to homeless, needy,
disabled, unemployed
.| and senior veterans in
\| Orleans, Jefferson and
| St. Charles Parishes,
recently delivered a
speech on “Housing For
Homeless Veterans” for
F| the 9/11 Remembrance
and Service Day Event
in Hahnville- St. Charles
Parish. Both Former
Governor Edwards and
Carey (pictured above)
created a homeless
awareness forum to address Ur-
ban and Rural Veterans Home-
lessness. The speech identified
the availablity of vacant housing
for veterans in Hahnville and
Luling, Louisiana.
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NOPD
Consent
Decree

The third Quarterly Report of
the New Orleans Police Depart-
ment Consent Decree Monitor
is available for review. A copy of
the report can be found at www.
consentdecreemonitor.com, and
also will be posted on the U.S.
District Court’s web site. The
Monitoring Team will hold two
public meetings to present the
report and respond to questions
and comments from citizens.
The meetings will be held on the
following dates:

Tuesday, September 23, 2014
6:00 pm until 7:30 pm

Xavier University

1 Drexel Drive

University Center Room 205
Wednesday, September 24, 2014
5:30 pm until 7:00 pm

Ashe’ Cultural Center

1712 Oretha Castle Haley Blvd.

RE-ELECT JUDGE

BRUNO

Cr w/ D/stnct Court ~ Division F

Congratulations Data News Weekly

On 48 Years of Great Journalism

And we also

“Paid for the Committee to Re-Elect Judge Chris Bruno.” "P.O. Box 50290, N.O., LA 70150-0290"

salute the Trailblazers on their accomplishments
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NFL Threw Ray Rice Under the Bus

By Raynard Jackson
NNPA Columnist

By now most people have heard
how Ray Rice has been thrown un-
der the bus by the National Football
League (NFL) and his former team,
the Baltimore Ravens.

First, some background for the
non-football fans. Rice was drafted
by the Ravens in the second round
(55th overall) of the 2008 NFL draft.
He signed a 4-year contract for $
2.805 million plus a $ 1.1 million
signing bonus. Last year, he signed
a 5year, $ 35 million contract, pay-
ing him a $15 million signing bonus.

Second, here are some cold facts:

On February 15, both Rice and
his then-fiancée, Janay Palmer,
were arrested and charged with as-
sault after a fight at an Atlantic City,
N.J. casino.

On March 27, a grand jury indict-
ed Rice on third-degree aggravated
assault (charges against Palmer
were dropped).

On March 28, Rice married
Palmer (the date had been planned
and announced before the assault
charge).

On May 20, Rice was allowed
to enter into a pretrial diversion
program. Upon successful comple-
tion of the program, which will be a
minimum of one year, the third-de-
gree charge of aggravated assault
causing serious bodily injury would
be dismissed. The arrest would
remain on his record, but with no
conviction.

On July 24, the NFL suspends
Rice for 2 games.

On July 25, the Raven’s organiza-
tion rallies around Rice.

On August 28, the NFL estab-
lished domestic violence policy for
the league.

On September 8, the celebrity
Website TMZ releases video of Rice
knocking out his wife in an elevator
and dragging her out of the elevator
when it stopped .

On September 8, the Raven’s ter-
minates Rice from the team.

On September 8, 2014, the NFL
suspends Rice from the league in-
definitely.

The Associated Press reports
Sept. 10 that an law enforcement
officials said he sent damaging
video of Rice knocking out his then-

fiancee to the NFL, despite League
denials.

The above narrative is the only
thing we know to be indisputable.

Prior to the video’s release, Rice
had been caught on a security cam-
era dragging his fiancée out of the
elevator. That got him suspended
for two games without pay. The
penalty, which some criticized as
too lenient, cost him about $530,000
in salary.

Now that everyone has seen the
graphic video of the actual event,
people have all of a sudden become
filled with phony righteous indigna-
tion. Rice should have been pun-
ished not because of the video, but
because of the act itself. But doing
a bait-and-switch on his punishment
amoung to pilling on.

Now many professional athletes,
entertainers, politicians, and the
public want to make public state-
ments about how terrible a person
Ray Rice is. Where was this outrage
before the release of the video?
Where is the outrage from these
athletes and entertainers about
the precious Black children being
killed in Chicago? Where is their

outrage about anything other than
collecting a bigger paycheck?

To ultrafeminist groups, espe-
ciallye the National Organization
of Women (NOW), why are you so
selective in your outrage about how
women are treated? To this day, you
have never criticized Beyoncé for
objectifying herself and women in
her music. Yet your criticize Hip Hop
for the same thing. Where is their
outrage about a woman who raped
a child in Arizona when he was 14
and now, at 20, is being forced to pay
child support for a 6-year-old child he
never knew existed?

It sickens me that people want to
take, by all accounts, a good person
and kick dirt in his face because he
made a terribly horrible mistake; a
mistake because there was nothing
in his past that indicated this type
of behavior. Even more troubling
is the contention that Ray does not
deserve a second chance. That’s a
mighty high standard, considering
human frailty.

There was absolutely nothing in
the video that Rice hadn’t already
admitted to police and the Balti-
more Ravens. The Ravens have

admitted as much. The difference
is that the NFL faced a growing
backlash, based on the release of
the video

Rice is not guilty of breaking any
laws. The criminal justice system —
with everyone having access to the
controversial video — treated Rice
as the firsttime offender that he
was. He was dimissed by the NFL
for violating a league’s “conduct”
policy. In other words, for “conduct
detrimental to the league.” Once
that is invoked by the league or a
team, based on their collective bar-
gaining agreement, punishment
can be anything from a fine to being
banned from the sport.

The NFL, after meting out a
2-game suspension, changed the
rules in the middle of the ride. After
serving half of his 2-game suspen-
sion, Rice was retroactively given a
death sentence.

Raynard Jackson is president &
CEO of Raynard Jackson & As-
sociates, LLC., a Washington,
D.C.-based public relations/gov-
ernment affairs firm. He can be
reached through his Web site,
www.raynardjackson.com.  You
can also follow him on Twitter at
raynard1223.

Editor/Reporters

About the Job

Journalists — fired of reading of layoffs, closings,
the dire straights of the profession2 Recent college
graduates — think your job prospects are bleak?

Data News Weekly is Hiring

Data News Weekly Newspaper, The People’s Paper,
is hiring for two positions in our New Orleans Office.

Data News Weekly Newspaper is the leading African Ameri-
can media company in New Orleans, publishing a weekly
newspaper. Additionally, its welbsite under ladatanews.com
is the most read Black website in the region.
We are currently seeking a strong leader to proactively man- .
&t age broad aspects of the advertising division. You will be

Sales Manager/Retail Ad Manager

About the Job

skills and experience:

perience

cycle

* Minimum 5 years print and digital sales and manager ex-

Self-starter, capable of executing within all phases of sales

Not with us! B \working in a positive team-oriented atmosphere which has ’ : - — - ) W oo A
L a modern press, leading website and award-winning news-  * Strong relationship building and client service background &g .
At Columbia-Greene Media, we are expanding! Pl Paper. « Strong organizational, communication and presentation -t
B R R e P E 01 O i Responsibilies include but not limited to: skl &£
d?ovor aC SO HERES R ECTand exciting : _' * Prospect and develop sales leads for print and digital ¢ Team player and leader i =
cities, New Orleans. — product lines g i |
-_— ¢ Understanding of Analytics and ad serving technology
If you want to be an integral part of your commu- S~ ¢ Drive online and cross platform advertising sales * Strong motivational skills |
N - L
nity, tell stories in a multi-media environment — look ‘r’ * |dentify, create strategies, develop influential contacts, ¢ Recruit talent L
no further. ’ ‘ and help close new digital products Our company provides a competitive salary, and an envi- IS
. = | * Increase overall revenue opportunities in both print and BRI R ' CoUrages personol and piofessionalgiowfit: =
If interested, send your resume, cover letter and - We are an equal opportunity employer.
at least three clips of your work to Terry Jones Pub-
lisher, Data News Weekly, 3501 Napoleon Ave, New  ——= ¢ Develop a team sales atmosphere ltf you (cjtre inTere?TecTi in obreworé@:igg”cor;—:‘her, efmoil a §|:Tc>ve|3r IeTT—
. = - b B Ou ideal Selsh il o o ol o er and resume to: terrybjones@bellsouth.net or mail to: Data
Orleans, LA 70125, or via email to terrybjones@bell — ur igeal canaiaare will possess the Tollowing eaucarion News Weekly, c/o Terry Jones, Publisher, 3501 Napoleon Av-
south.net. or call (504) 821-7421. - enue, New Orleans LA 70125
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Hurricanes Katrina and Sandy
Disaster Inequality

By Jazelle Hunt
NNPA Washington
Correspondent

WASHINGTON (NNPA) - Just
before Labor Day 2005, the world
was stunned as images of Gulf
Coast citizens, trudged through
chaos and stagnant floodwaters,
strewn with the debris of wrecked
buildings and storm-tossed earth.
The sights seemed to replay just
before Halloween 2012, as coastal
New York and New Jersey waded in
icy waters and picked through the
rubble of their destroyed property.

The incidents were separated
by more than 1,300 miles, seven
years, and two extreme weather
events: Hurricane Katrina and Hur-
ricane Sandy. But a new Web media
project titled, Katrina/Sandy, jux-
taposes the storms to suggest that
disastrous scenes like these may be
on repeat, as extreme weather be-
comes a new global reality.

“We're not trying to say they’re
the same event.... But it'’s definite-
ly a worthy thing to put [them] in
context with each other when we
think about, how do we respond
better, how do we prepare better?”
says Rachel Falcone, filmmaker, co-
founder of Sandy Storyline (along
with multimedia artist, Michael
Premo), and co-creator of the Ka-
trina/Sandy project.

“We're trying to tell stories that
can impact and improve the recov-
ery after Sandy, or at least improve
it so that...we learn from the mis-
takes we made during Sandy and
especially during Katrina. And also
the successes...not all the stories
are sad stories. Communities are
coming together to meet needs suc-

cessfully and create solutions.”

Katrina/Sandy is the joint en-
deavor of two award-winning proj-
ects, Land of Opportunity and
Sandy Storyline. Sandy Storyline is
a crowd-sourced collection of Hur-
ricane Sandy experiences, solicited
and curated by a team of filmmak-
ers. Land of Opportunity is a New
Orleans-based multimedia project
from a team of filmmakers that ex-
plores issues around housing; the
Katrina/Sandy timeline is hosted as
part of this larger project.

Created from donated footage
and testimony from scores of local
filmmakers and citizens around
the country, Katrina/Sandy blends
film, photography, and firsthand au-
dio accounts into a powerful time-
line before, during, and after the
storms.

Viewers click points along the
line and journey through footage of
ravaging winds, relentless floodwa-
ters, weatherworn residents, and
weary homeowners. As the short
films and accounts play, viewers
can also segue to compelling docu-
ments, articles, and interviews that
explore related issues.

The similarities continue to un-

fold in straightforward, powerful
vignettes. Notably, low-income resi-
dents share similar experiences of
isolation and neglect. In Sandy’s
wake, it is elderly and disabled
people stuck in high-rise public
housing units without electricity,
heat, or medications. Post-Katrina,
it is mostly Black people slogging
through hazardous floodwaters,
searching for food and dry clothing.

Scientists and researchers al-
most unanimously agree that ex-
treme weather events like these
have become and will continue to
be commonplace, as a result of
climate change. Low-income and
underserved communities, often
home to people of color, will contin-
ue to bear the brunt of the effects.

“Folks who don’t have resourc-
es are the hardest hit at every
stage of disaster. Katrina contin-
ues to be an ongoing disaster for
a lot of people, and that’s clearly
the bulk of what’s going on on the
ground in Sandy,” says Luisa Dan-
tas, filmmaker, director of Land
of Opportunity, and co-creator of
Katrina/Sandy.

“When we talk about looking
ahead, and learning, and prepar-

A BAKEWELL MEDIA COMPANY

Real Talk for Real Times...

1639 Gentilly Blvd. New Orleans, LA 70119 (504)942-0106

www.wbokl230am.com

ing, it’s mostly around ensuring
that folks who don’t have access to
resources are protected, and cared
for, and able to recover and rebuild
their lives just like everyone else

Marginalization of these commu-
nities continues in debates about
land use, rebuilding, and the right
to return in the aftermath of di-
sasters. Outside this project, both
Dantas and Falcone work on is-
sues around housing rights; Dantas
points out that this scenario plays
out often around the country.

Sandy survivors are at the begin-
ning stages of these issues.

“Right after the storm there
was all these meetings the mayor
convened around policy that were
shocking,” Falcone says. “There
were town hall meetings, there’s
been a lot of discussion around
policy...and around buyouts, and
development, and who has a say in
what’s happening to different areas
that are trying to rebuild. So we

definitely see similar issues. But for
us we feel like it’s not yet written, so
we wanted to invite people to help
us tell that story.”

Viewers are invited to share
their post-Sandy stories at Sandys-
toryline.com/participate/share-
your-story, and the Katrina/Sandy
timeline can be viewed at http://
beta.landofopportunityinteractive.
com/#/compare.

Dantas and Falcone hope the
timeline will help inform how peo-
ple and officials prepare for this
new normal.

“The Sandy anniversary is com-
ing up and the decade of Katrina
coming up in a year. The value of
reflection isn’t just looking at what’s
happened but also thinking about
how what’s happened can be ap-
plicable to your own community.
We're really hoping that this work
is driving home to people that this
could happen to them, and if it were
to happen to them, could they be
better prepared?”

Congratulations

Data News Weekly
1 Salute you for being a

voice 1n the

New Orleans Community
for 48 Years.

Congratulations to your 1railblazers

for therr Achievements.




Trailblazers Trailblazers
Cameron Mims Kristi Coleman
Darryl Young Lisa Crinel

David Batiste Norris Henderson

Delfeayo Marsalis Rev. Ernest Marcelle
Jaqueline Fleming Rev. Samson Alexander

Kayla Neville Traci Washington

Salute to our
1 railblazers

S10.00 in advance—S$15.00 at door
Free HORS D'OEUVRE CASH BAR

Live Entertainme -BRW and the BRW Band

Michael Ward, Kermit Ruffins, David Batiste Renew Youth

Ensemble and much more !! el

~'“SERTEMBER 13, -‘-2—9&-4 —

THE REGENCY RECE-EJ'I‘O’N_'HALL

/300 DowNMAN RoAD, NEW ORLEANS, LA 70126
DOORS OPEN AT 7:30 PM—SHOW BEGINS AT 8:00 PM




