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Arson Attack on Women'’s Health
Organization in New Orleans

Pictured are the charred remains of the offices of Women With A Vision New
Orleans. The mission of Women With A Vision is to improve the lives of marginalized
women, their families, and communities by addressing the social conditions that
hinder their health and well-being.
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By Jordan Flaherty

Women With a Vision (WWAV), a New Orleans advocacy and ser-
vice organization that provides crucial health care and other support
for poor women of color, was the victim of a break-in and arson late
Thursday night, May 24. A small organization that has won a national
reputation for their work, WWAV was founded in 1991 by a collective
of Black women as a response to a lack of HIV prevention resources
for those women who were the most at risk: poor women, sex work-
ers, women with substance abuse issues, and transgender women.

WWAV has made national news for leading the fight against Loui-
siana’s Crime Against Nature Statute, which targeted poor women of
color, transgender women, and anyone forced to trade sex for food
or a place to sleep at night. The law forced women to register as sex
offenders in a state database and placed a “sex offender” label on
their drivers license, among other requirements. With the grassroots
leadership of WWAV, a national coalition that also included Center
for Constitutional Rights, Loyola Law School, and police misconduct
attorney Andrea Ritchie was able to get the law off the books through
legislative action, and won a series of further victories in the process
of removing the sex offender registration requirements for those
convicted in the past.

Most recently, on April 11, federal Judge Martin Feldman of the
US District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana declared that
requiring individuals convicted under Louisiana’s “Crime Against Na-
ture” law to register as sex offenders is unconstitutional. He ordered
the state to cease and desist from placing any individuals convicted of
a Crime Against Nature on the registry and to remove the plaintiffs
from the registry within 30 days. The state has agreed not to appeal
the judge’s order.

The decision made headlines both locally and nationally, and Ms.
Haywood had spoken widely about her struggle and the often heart-
breaking obstacles faced by the women she works with. Haywood
had even been named Queen of the Krewe DuVieux parade in this
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year’s carnival, in recognition of
her leadership and tireless work.
Some allies of the organization
have speculated that the group
was targeted because of it’s very
public — and successful — advoca-
cy on behalf of women who have
been demonized by politicians
and media.

The attack comes in the con-
text of a national climate of hostil-
ity towards women’s healthcare,
including radio host Rush Lim-
baugh’s slurs against a young
college student who testified in
support of health coverage for
contraception, and a series of
break-ins and arsons on women’s
health clinics in Atlanta. The most
recent Atlanta arson was just days
before the attack in New Orleans,
and the FBI is looking into the At-
lanta cases.

The attack on WAV seemed to
be political and directly targeted
the crucial information, files, and
materials needed for their work.
According to an email from Bill
Quigley, a social justice attorney
and friend of the organization,
“Major fire damage was done to a
room which contained education
and outreach materials. The ar-
sonist seemed to have deliberate-
ly targeted this room. Destroyed
were: three plastic and silicone
breast models which were used to
help people learn how to do self-
examinations for breast cancer; a
plastic pelvic model of a vagina;
a two feet by one and a half foot
plastic model of a woman’s repro-
ductive system; boxes of male and
female condoms; flip charts dem-
onstrating the dangers of sexually
transmitted diseases and HIV; sev-
eral wooden penises which were
used for condom demonstration;
and boxes of educational materi-
als. The fires in that room seem to
have been set with some acceler-
ant and scorched the walls, ceiling
fan and ceiling and destroyed ev-
erything in the room....The offices
were ransacked leaving drawers
pulled out and papers and files on
the floor. A TV and a laptop were
taken but many valuables were
left including computer monitors,
office equipment, even some beer
left over from a reception held
earlier in the week. Several small

fires were started inside the offic-
es, in the bathroom, the hallway
and in a sitting room.”

The office, on Jeff Davis in Mid-
city, had been a space where many
women dropped in for health care
supplies, clothing, advocacy, or
just a friendly ear. Organizers
with WWAV and their allies wor-
ry about the effect that the loss of
this space will have on the com-
munity. “They really got the room
at our office that they thought was
at the heart of our work, and so
really feel it was intentional,” com-
mented WWAV Executive direc-
tor Deon Haywood. “More than
anything, 'm concerned about
our clients not having a place to
come,” she added.

News of the attack has sent
shockwaves across social justice
communities around the US, and
offers of help and donations have
been coming in, but much more is
needed. The fires have put the or-
ganization out of business at that
location. They are seeking emer-
gency temporary new quarters, as
well as donations of clothing, sup-
plies, and more. The organization
has released a letter that lays out
many of their needs, which can be
viewed on the group’s website.

On Tuesday, dozens of volun-
teers came through to help the
organization move out of their
offices throw out what had been
damaged in the fire. For now,
much of their supplies are being
moved into temporary storage as
they seek a temporary location
to be able to continue to serve
the daily needs of their clients, as
well a long-term space. In a video
released on Friday afternoon
WWAV executive director Deon
Haywood showed the damage
and discussed the effect it has
had on her. While she stressed
that this time has been incredibly
difficult and traumatic, Haywood
concluded by declaring “We are
fighters, we are warriors here at
Women With a Vision, and we
continue our work.”

Jordan Flaherty is a journalist based
in New Orleans, a producer for Al
Jazeera, and the author of the book
Floodlines: Community and Resis-
tance From Katrina to the Jena Six.
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1725 St. Bernard venue
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The Ogden Museum of Southern
Art announces Louisiana
Contemporary

Presented by Regions Bank

A statewide, juried exhibition
of contemporary art

Recognizing the need to en-
gage a contemporary audience
that appreciates the vibrant visual
culture of Louisiana and the role
of New Orleans as a rising, inter-
national art market, the Ogden
Museum of Southern Art is orga-
nizing Louisiana Contemporary
presented by Regions Bank, a
statewide, juried exhibition. The
exhibition will open on White Lin-
en Night, Sat. August 4, 2012. It
will be on view through Septem-
ber 24, 2012.

“Regions Bank is proud to be
part of The Ogden’s inaugural
juried exhibition for Louisiana
artists,” says Scott Howard, City
President and Commercial Exec-
utive of Regions Bank. “The event
will bring to the fore some of our
best talent, emerging and estab-
lished. It will become a signature
event for the museum, attracting
art lovers from all over the coun-
try. I can’t think of a more fitting
program for The Ogden, the pre-
mier venue of Southern art.”

“The Ogden Museum of South-
ern Art takes this opportunity
with Louisiana Contemporary to
pay distinct attention to the art
and artists who have dedicated
their energy to living and work-
ing in the state of Louisiana. This
exhibition allows us to show both
established and emerging artists
across the state, and to promote

the presence of the artist in our
midst,” says Ogden Museum
Director William Andrews. “It
seems fitting that we launch this
exhibition during the celebration
of the Louisiana Bicentennial. We
believe that the impact of historic
art can be heightened by a com-
parison of the art of today. The
power of both contemporary and
historic work is elevated when in
close proximity to one another.”
In its inaugural year, this an-
nual event promotes contempo-
rary art practices in the state of
Louisiana and provides exhibition
space for the exposition of living
artist’s work. The exhibition also
coincides with the celebration

of the Bicentennial of Louisiana
Statehood.

All media is eligible, and any
artist living in Louisiana is eligi-
ble to enter. A nonrefundable $35
fee is required, and artists may
submit up to three entries; $10 for
each additional entry in excess
of three. Up to $1,500 in awards
will be presented to participating
artists, including a $500 Best of
Show cash award.

For a complete list of
requirements, please go to:
www.LouisianaContemporary.
org. Deadline for entries is
Monday, July 2, 2012.

www.ladatanews.com

Meet Your New Career
In New Orleans

National Urban League’s
three-day Career Fair

National
Urban League

New Orleans sets the stage
for the biggest Conference of the
year connecting top employers to
talented candidates, savvy entre-
preneurs to economic opportuni-
ties and the hottest entertainment
by night.

You've got the talent. We've
got the connections. Show off
what makes you stand out at the
National Urban League’s three-
day Career Fair. Free and open to
the public, the Career Fair is your
chance to bring your resume and
come prepared to impress future
employers at onsite interviews. If
you’re currently not seeking em-
ployment, the Career Fair is the
place to broaden your network
and connect with others in your
industry.

Be the first to visit the new Con-
ference microsite to register and

get your networking game plan
on:

Small Business Matters, a free
one-day entrepreneurship summit
on Saturday, July 28, featuring in-
teractive workshops and valuable
resources.

Explore the Expo Hall with
star-studded seminars and local
entertainment.

Share the fun with friends and
family at the ] Am EMPOWERED
photo booth.

Don’t miss confirmed guests:
Chaka Khan, Stevie Wonder, Kim
Fields, Reverend Al Sharpton,
Ambassador Andrew Young, and
Wendell Pierce.

Let’s get down to business in
New Orleans and build the coun-
try together.

Register today, visit
www.nul.org.

ladatanews.com

Data News Weekly

Scan the QR code to join our mailing
list. We'll email you our newsletter,
great information, coupons and
special offers.
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Master Gardener’s Corner

Bountiful Gardens

By MG Calla Victoria

More and more residents are
opting to grow their own food be-
cause of rising prices and many
scares at the grocery. Last year
it was killer cantaloupe, and con-
taminated lettuce, this year its
ground beef. Therefore, crop
fields, orchards, and chicken
coops are popping up in gardens
all over America; hence the new
term “Urban Farmer. “First Lady
Michelle Obama has champi-
oned the idea of harvesting your
own food, and has facilitated the
planting of a vegetable garden on
the White House Grounds.

I was considering a chicken
coop but my neighbor beat me
to it, so now I am the lucky one.
I get all of the large brown farm
fresh eggs that I can eat, Sam-
son, my neighbor’s rooster, an-
nounces the break of dawn ev-
ery morning at 5 a.m.; and I get
all of the rich chicken manure

to fertilize my garden, and it did
not cost me a thing! In the past
I have grown eggplants, cucum-
bers, broccoli, tomatoes, bell
peppers, lettuces, strawberries,
hot peppers, mustard greens,

okra, collard greens, corn,
sweet potatoes, cabbage, basil,
rosemary, oregano, carrots, and
grapes; and had a yard full of wa-
termelons. My orchard consists
of a lemon tree, Meyer lemon
tree, key lime tree, pomegran-
ate tree, a fig tree, tangelo, sat-
suma, orange tree, grape vine,
and three passion fruit vines.
There is nothing more satisfy-
ing than going out to your own
backyard and harvesting fruits
and vegetables that you grew.
You feel secure with the pro-
duce because you know what
was placed in the soil and on the
fruit. There are no added pre-
servatives to extend the shelf
life of your fruits and vegetables,
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and the flavor is so much more
intense than those purchased
from grocery stores. There is
no comparison on the cost ei-
ther, for one bag of seed that
may cost you $1 you will have
more food than you could ever
eat, but many organizations give
away free seeds. Or even if you
bought a seedling (small plant)
for a couple of dollars, that seed-
ling is going to produce so much
more than you could eat. The
last time 1 saw eggplant at the
market it was $2 per pound, and
any decent eggplant is going to
be about 3 pounds so you are
talking $6 per eggplant. How-
ever, you could buy the seedling
for $2 and have eggplants to
give away; the sheer economics
of the situation makes it crazy
not to grow your own. Because
the yield is so great, most “ur-
ban farmers” plant a row for
donations to homeless shelters

and food banks, which is such a
wonderful idea.

You don’t need to have a large
plot of land to have bounty in
your garden. Vegetables grow
very well in containers. You can
grow bell peppers, tomatoes, and
eggplants in containers if you are
tight on space. I am growing to-
matoes in a container, and I have
a bay laurel (Bay leaf tree) that
has been thriving in a container
for the past three years. Also you
can enter-plant vegetables and
herbswith flowersinyour garden.
Plant herbs near your rose bush-
es as they both require dry soil
and full sun, so you don’t have to
dig up other plantings to add veg-
etables. Now if you just don’t see
yourself as an urban farmer, you
can still have garden fresh veg-
etables by supporting the many
farmers markets in our area, or
you can get involved in a commu-
nity garden near you, put in some

volunteer hours and make gro-
ceries. One does not have to look
far to find urban farmers, and
community gardens are popping
us everywhere. There is the Hol-
lygrove Garden, Grow Dat Youth
Farm in City Park, Jericho Road
Episcopal Housing Initiative has
a community garden on the cor-
ner of Sixth and Dryades Streets,
there is a community garden on
Filmore and Elysian Fields, also
several schools are adding veggie
gardens and teaching students to
grow their own food.

June is “Eat Local” month and
the Farm and Food Network is
asking that you eat local and you
can do this by supporting your
local farmers markets. On the
Food and Farm Network’s web-
site, www.noffn.org, you can find
the listing of all farmers markets
in our area. Also you can pick us
free seeds at NOFFN’s office at
4840 Banks.
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Sidney’s Water Wonderland

Sidney Chase celebrates first birthday with an all-day water experience held at the home of her grandparents
Sidney and Vaughn Fauria. The party was given by Sidney’s proud parents Gretchen and Edgar Chase IV.

Willie Navarre and Ashley Marie Hoard recently celebrated
their wedding last Sunday with parents Willie Navarre Sr. and
Stephanie Navarre along with John and Althea Hoard
photos by Daviller Photography and Graphics

If you have photos of parties or events you would like to run in DATA, please send to datanewsad @bellsouth.net for inclusion.
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JOIN US IN NOLA

for the must-attend conference of the year with national
business, political and community leaders and with
entertainment hotter than the New Orleans summer!

Employment and education empower the nation!
Let’s do it together!

REGISTER TODAY! NUL.ORG

IAMEMPOWERED.COM

National @
Urban League EMPOWERED

| AM THE NATIONAL URBAN LEAGUE
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Media Matters in the 21st Century

Edwin Buggage
Editor-in-Chief

By Edwin Buggage
Inrecentnewsitwasannounced
that our city’s general news daily
the Times Picayune will cease
printing a daily paper in the Fall
and will publish papers only on
Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday
and concentrate on increasing
their online presence. The own-
ers the non-local Advance Pub-
lications, a media conglomerate
with holdings across the country
in newspapers, magazines, cable
tv and websites recently made
this announcement. It was a story
that’s made national news as the
Times Picayune has published
a daily newspaper for over 175

years and with these proposed
cuts it is the largest metro news-
paper in the nation to drop daily
printed circulation. This in spite
of it having the highest circulation
per capita of any U.S. metro city
daily newspaper, so you may ask
why is the editor of another publi-
cation in the same market would I
write about this? And I simply say
because as we are in the age of an
information revolution more than
ever media matters.

While it is true that changes in
technology have made it easier
for people to get information, con-
versely, I would argue it is also
easier for people to get misinfor-
mation. So it is important that
many of the institutions that have
built solid reputations and brand
identities continue to publish
even if it means less frequently.
It is my feeling that fly by night
organizations that do what I call
microwave news and reporting
does a disservice to the craft and
dishonor the integrity of many of
the greats of news reporting and
writings such as Edward R. Mur-

row, Walter Lippmann, Ben Bra-
dlee, Bob Woodward, Leonard
Pitts and many others who have
used their skills to open our eyes
via media whether it was newspa-
pers, radio, television and today
online.

Aswe have entered into the sec-
ond decade of the 21st century itis
a fact that advances in technology
have changed the way we take in
information, and I feel it is more
important than ever for citizens to
develop new skills sets in and new
forms of media literacy that cre-
ates an environment for a more
informed society to combat the
off the glut misinformation that
litters the internet. For example
there are people who still believe
that President Barack Obama is
not an American Citizen based on
misinformation circulated online.
Cases like this are an example of
the danger of so much informa-
tion flowing online, unchecked
passing off as credible for some.
And this is not simply just online
bloggers or nutcases who are sin-
gle issue zealots looking for infor-

mation to support many of their
narrowly focused positions.

This is a problem when busi-
ness interest supersede that of a
people and community and this
type of market fragmentation
creates something that does not
serve the community. I feel that
what happens in this scenario it is
those who have less access or the
desire to embrace technology via,
our elderly population and those
who are less tech savvy will lose
out in this scenario. Therefore, it
is important that the print media
for now continues to be impor-
tant and institutions where some
checks and balances still are in
place and you can say with some
level of certainty that a story has
went through the filters to get to a
certain level of truth.

As I understand that many
print publications are transition-
ing into the digital age, it is unde-
niably important that their mis-
sion continue. That is to create a
more informed public, and give
voice to issues that affect a com-
munity. Data News Weekly as an

institution that have been serving
the community for over 45 years
and nearly seven of which I have
served s editor we understand
the importance of the integration
of print and digital media. It is be-
cause of this marriage that during
our darkest days of Katrina and its
aftermath we were able to reach
our readers wherever they were
and help mobilize citizens and
keep them abreast of what was
going on in the city. Something
we continue to do as all of our citi-
zens have not returned and our
mission have become more es-
sential in serving our community.

Today we at Data News under-
stand it is our charge to continue
to give people news they can use
from a source that they have come
to trust. In these fragile unstable
times, it is essential that people do
not fall prey to what some media
have become, mouthpieces for
partisanship and narrow ideas
or at worst infotainment, where it
looks like information but is more

Buggage, Continued
on page 11.

Democrats Flip African Americans on Gay Marriage

Muhammad Yungai
Data News Contributor

The President of the United
State has come out in favor of
“gay” marriage. He is the first to
do so and just happens to be the
first African-American president.
He is also a Democrat. His state-
ments seem to constitute march-
ing orders for all Democrats and
indeed for African-American lead-
ership which has been solidly be-
hind him. This leadership is now
proclaiming that gay marriage is
a civil rights issue and is politi-

cally “correctly” using gay activ-
ists’ rhetoric that; supporting gay
marriage is supporting “equality”.
This is based on the old rubric
that Blacks, who have experi-
enced discrimination and margin-
alization should know what it's
like and be able to empathize with
any group who has experienced
similar treatment.

Yet, all groups are not the same.
Some groups experience different
treatment based upon different
circumstances and history. Some-
times this disparate treatment is
justified. For example, histori-
cally people have been forcefully
quarantined when they had com-
municable diseases. There are
many other examples of people
experiencing different levels of
treatment for good reasons.

Personally, I don’t believe that
gay people should be treated with
bias or malice but that doesn’t
mean that they have any “right”

to get married. The idea that two
people should be able to get mar-
ried simply because they have
love and commit to each other
is lethally flawed. There are mil-
lions of people of the same sex
who have love for each other and
would even die for one another.
These are called friends. There is
no provision for conjugal relations
here! To be blunt, no governing
institution in the history of any
society has ever officially sanc-
tioned sexual relations between
people of the same gender.

Some might argue that things
never before experienced are
portents of a new age. But all
newfangled notions are not neces-
sarily good. In this case, it is quite
obvious that same gender sex is
unnatural and goes against the
design of the human body. In fact
universal law dictates that oppo-
sites attract and cause a dynamic
tension which produces a new

energy. In the case of magnetism
or electricity, the charges created
are very useful to us. In the case
of human beings, babies are pro-
duced.

But modern man has become
the artificial man. We live largely
in an artificially produced, man-
made environment, eat much
artificial food, use artificial intel-
ligence and are even prodigiously
having artificial cosmetic surger-
ies done to our bodies. We have
moved so far into this unnatural
realm that many of us now feel en-
tirely comfortable changing the
very definition of marriage.

In the United States, the Demo-
cratic Party is the primary political
champion of this change. Many of
its members believe wholeheart-
edly that this is the right thing to
do; end discrimination and pro-
mote equality. Blacks, who have
been tied to the fortunes of the
Democratic Party since the time

of Roosevelt 80 years ago, are
now being dragged into the gay
marriage scenario. In my opin-
ion, we have much more impor-
tant things to worry about such
as crime, the “prison-industrial
complex”, job and education dis-
parities and other ethnic groups
pushing us out of jobs and posi-
tions. But the Democrats want to
make gay marriage a litmus test
as to whether one is a true Demo-
crat. Black leaders have lined up
like lemmings, leaping off of the
moral high ground that the great
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King tried
so hard to establish.

Dr. King’s morality was rooted
in “the old time religion”, which
implicitly and explicitly condemns
homosexuality. This form of be-
havior is condemned by all of the
major religions as an abomina-
tion. Therefore, it is exceedingly

Muhammad, Continued
on page 11.
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by Dr. Levister
NNPA Columnist

Black Voice News - Some
88,000 men and 70,000 women
die from lung cancer each year.
For African Americans like disco
legend Donna Summer, who re-
cently lost her battle with the
disease, the outlook is especially
grim.

African American men are 37
percent more likely to develop
lung cancer than white men.

For women lung cancer has
consistently surpassed breast
cancer as the leading cause of
cancer death since 1987.

Whether you’re addicted to
smoking or you want to know the
connection between the phrase
“quit smoking health benefit” or
not, learning about smoking and
health is important to making
better decisions about smoking
or might help you want to quit
smoking more. Most smokers
are aware of specific risks asso-
ciated with smoking — cancer,

Health News
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Smoking Kills

emphysema, bronchitis — but
smoking and health go hand-
in-hand, since smoking impacts
nearly all aspects of your health.

The cigarette, a legal product
when used in the fashion it was
designed is an instrument that
causes illness and death. As a
result of combustion (smok-
ing) over 4000 chemicals are in
the mainstream and side stream
smoke that are delivered to the
airways and absorbed. Sixty-nine
of these chemicals plays a direct
role in death, disease and impair-
ment throughout the body of the
smoker and those nearby.

Smoking is particularly dam-
aging in young people. Evidence
shows people who start smoking
in their youth — aged 11 to 15 -
are three times more likely to die
a premature death than someone
who takes up smoking at the age
of 20.

They are also more likely to
be hooked for life. Nicotine, an
ingredient of tobacco, is highly

For African Americans like disco legend Donna Summer, who recently
lost her battle with the disease smoking is especially devastating.

addictive — it takes on average
on about six cigarettes before

Dollars & Sense

nicotine receptors in the brain
are switched on, generating a
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craving for nicotine which may
continue for the rest of the per-
son’s life. In less than one packet
of cigarettes, a person’s brain can
be changed forever from that of
a non-smoker to a nicotine ad-
dicted smoker.

Although the health risks of
smoking are cumulative, giving
up can yield health benefits, re-
gardless of the age of the patient,
or the length of time they have
been smoking. Fewer American
teenagers and young adults are
lighting up as cigarette taxes
that have broken the $3-a-pack
threshold in some states make
smoking too costly according
to the latest National Survey on
Drug Use and Health.

According to the Center for
Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) a 10 percent increase in
the price of cigarettes can reduce
consumption almost 4 percent
among adults and can have an
even greater effect on youth.

How to Spot Personal Debt Scammers

By Charlene Crowell
NNPA Columnist

With so many Americans unem-
ployed or under-employed, the so-
cial stigma of debt is not as harsh
as it once was. Too many people
who have played by the rules and
worked all of their lives now find
themselves deeply mired in debt.
Young consumers, armed with a
degree in one hand and student
loans in the other, wonder when
they can live independent of their
parents’ financial support. In this
stillunfolding financial recovery,
family standards of living are fal-
tering, retirements are delayed
and both generations worry.

For many consumers, the debt
dilemma is akin to a seesaw. One
side wonders whether available
funds will stretch far enough to
pay their bills. The other side wor-
ries whether remaining credit can

see them through.

Unfortunately, there are busi-
nesses that prey upon consumer
financial misfortunes, promising
easy solutions to nagging and
deep debt. On urban radio and late
night television these companies
advertise how debt can be settled
for pennies on the dollar. Some
will even identify the amount of
debt consumers must owe before
they can “help” them.

Consumers who believe this
kind of advertising almost al-
ways get scammed. After paying
thousands of dollars in fees, they
discover that there was never a
connection between the monies
paid and real debt reduction ser-
vices. Unfortunately, by the time
this epiphany occurs, consumer
finances are in worse shape than
before. And the debt settlement
firm moves on to its next victim.

Consumers using these ser-
vices are also often told not to
speak with their creditors or pay
them directly any portion of the
debt owed. If the consumer fol-
lows the instructions of the debt
settlement firm, penalty interest
rates — as well as late fees and oth-
er charges begin to accrue on the
amount originally owed. In the
meantime, the creditor often es-
calates collection efforts as well,
sometimes turning the debt over
to a collection agency or initiating
lawsuits or wage garnishments.

If consumers stop paying their
debts, their credit scores fall and
make it more difficult to gain
credit elsewhere.

These practices have been
challenged in private litigation,
by state attorney generals and
Federal Trade Commission en-
forcement. With the Consumer

Financial Protection Bureau, con-
sumers have also gained a federal
office dedicated to transparency
and fairness in debt relief and
debt collection.

The Federal Trade Commis-
sion advises consumers to guard
against fraudulent debt relief
firms by avoiding any company
that:

Charges any fees before it set-
tles your debts;

Guarantees it can make your
unsecured debt go away and stop
all debt collection calls or law-
suits;

Tells you to stop communicat-
ing with your creditors;

Guarantees that your unse-
cured debts can be paid off for
just pennies on the dollar; and

Refuses to send free informa-
tion about the services until you
provide personal financial infor-

mation, such as credit card ac-
count numbers, and balances.

For most people, money has a
way of leaving out faster than it
comes in. When debt is involved,
bills seem to reappear even faster.
The better way to resolve unman-
ageable debt is the simple one:
speak directly with your creditors
to set up a manageable payment
plan. No one is better able to com-
municate your financial challeng-
es than you. More importantly,
no one will work harder to relieve
your personal financial stress
more than you.

Charlene Crowell is a commu-
nications manager with the Cen-
ter for Responsible Lending. She
can be reached at: Charlene.crow-
ell@responsiblelending.org
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The New Orleans Trad Jazz Camp for Adults

The third annual New Orleans
Traditional Jazz Camp for Adults
will kick off Sunday June 10th at
the Bourbon Orleans Hotel in the
French Quarter. Campers are at-
tending this uniquely “Only in
New Orleans” music camp from
28 states as well as Canada, UK,
Argentina, Finland, Scotland,
Germany and the Netherlands.
The mission of the camp is to pro-
mote, perpetuate and preserve
the music that was born in the
Birthplace of Jazz. The camp was
founded in 2009 by Banu Gibson,
Leslie Cooper and Nita Hemeter
who are all musicians in New Or-
leans.

This year scholarships have
been awarded to 12 local stu-
dent musicians to attend free of
charge.

Campers spend the week in
music instruction with some of
the finest musicians in the city.
Our instructors include: Connie
Jones, Ed Polcer, Otis Bazoon,
Ray Moore, David Sager, Carl
LeBlanc, David Boeddinghaus,
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Matt Perrine, Kerry Lewis, Ger-
ald French, Leah Chase, Banu
Gibson and special adjunct pro-
fessor Dan Levinson. Evenings
are spent jamming in the clubs or
at the hotel.

The weekly activities also in-
clude presentations by Jazz His-
torians at morning breakfast, a
performance at Preservation Hall,
a huge “Second Line” Parade on
Tuesday June 12th starting at
6:30pm through the streets of the
French Quarter, a performance
of faculty and world renowned
clarinetist Dan Levinson at Sung
Harbor on Thursday June 14th,
a Friday night June 15th concert
held at the Grand Ballroom of the
Bourbon Orleans Hotel from 7pm
until which is free and open to the
public and a Traditional Jazz Fes-
tival on Saturday June 16th from
1lam-4pm at the Palm Court Jazz
Café that is also open to the pubic.

For more information about
this program visit www.neworle-
anstradjazzcamp.com

KER SECOND.




www.ladatanews.com

News

June 2 - June 8, 2012

SUNO Offers Free Housing to Qualifying
Summer Bridge Students

For years Southern Univer-
sity at New Orleans has offered
educational opportunities for stu-
dents who may not have previ-
ously considered post-secondary
studies. And even as SUNO has
transitioned from an open admis-
sions institution to adoption of
the Louisiana Board of Regents
Minimum Regional Standard,
the University continues to help
more and more people live out
their collegiate dreams. A big
part of the SUNO mission has
been the Summer Bridge Pro-
gram. The Summer Bridge pro-
gram is designed for those stu-
dents who need help in meeting
those admissions requirements
prior to registration in the fall.

In addition to the academic
services the University provides,
this year qualifying Summer
Bridge participants are eligible
for free housing in SUNO’s beau-
tiful apartment-style residential

il
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complex. Each of these units
comes fully furnished along with
a host of other amenities includ-
ing a computer lab, activity cen-
ter, on-site postal service, shuttle

service and telephone service.

“While many of our students

are commuters it is essential that
SUNO continue to build a sense
of community and our housing

facility allows us to do that”, said
Chancellor Victor Ukpolo. “I am
certain that many of the Summer
Bridge students who take advan-
tage of this free housing will want
to return in the fall. The opportu-
nity to live and work alongside
their fellow students will help
make the college dream become
much more real. That’'s why we
want to make summer housing
accessible to as many students
as possible.”

Students who would like to
attend the Summer Bridge Pro-
gram can visit www.suno.edu
and click on the Orientation icon
or come to the SUNO gymnasi-
um on Wednesday, May 30th at
9:00am. They can also call the Of-
fice of Student Affairs and Enroll-
ment Services at 504-286-5015 or
504-231-6064. Students should
act quickly as housing spots are
limited.

www.suno.edu

Muhammad/ Continued from page 8.

hypocritical for our African American leaders most of whom are
cloaked in the attire of “good Christians”, to ignore their own
teachings from the Bible to accept what would probably be char-
acterized in “Biblical times” as the way of the heathen.

In my opinion, the primary proponents of the “gay rights move-
ment” and “gay marriage” are less than sincere in their concern
and solidarity with the plight of the African American community.
They are also outlandishly hypocritical and very much less than
consistent on the issue of changing the definition of marriage.
This is demonstrated by their almost universally stated disdain
for polygamy, which, agree or disagree, has been an established
practice in history for centuries in much of the world. In fact,
the same Old Testament patriarchs, whom they claim to, revere,
such as Abraham, Isaac, Moses and many others all, had polyga-

mous marriages.

Our leaders being “turned out” by these people is nothing less

than shameful!
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valuable as entertainment. Sort
of like the equivalent of profes-
sional wrestling, that looks like
a sport but is choreographed
stunts. We cannot allow our me-
dia or sources of information to
become this in America. I feel
that maybe there will be a time
where before we read or en-
counter news that there will be
disclaimers or warning notes,
that says this information or mis-
information can be hazardous to
your mind. In this age of specta-
cle it seems vitriol and outlandish
ideas and trivial and trite things
have become what we discuss in
a time where there is an oppor-
tunity to be more informed than
at any time in human history.

I feel with the advent of the
digital age we are at a new fron-
tier. A time where people can
realize that they are more alike
than different. That in this age of
expanded media we can realize
that people can come together
and work to make the world a
better place. And I believe this
can become a reality if we are
to use these new opportunities

to become more informed and
break down the barriers that
have kept people separated for
so long. It is time to break down
the walls of ignorance that leads
to fear and misunderstanding.
In this time we can reverse this
trend and begin to build brides
of understanding and coopera-
tion.

So in closing I have mixed
feelings about the Times Pica-
yune publishing its paper only
three times a week, for I under-
stand they must do what they
have to do to survive financially.
This is something we all must
do, but we all must continue
to forge ahead to reach people
where they are moving forward
whether it is them reading the
printed page or digitally. In the
21st century media organiza-
tions who have built a relation-
ship with their audiences must
continue to be a viable, credible
source of information that gives
voice to our community. And as
we rebuild our great city, for it
is us and only us that can shape
our destiny and tell our story.
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DATA CLASSIFIED

Call 504-821-7421 to
place your classified ad.

Mailboxes by Mark

You pay for the bricks or maybe you
have bricks already. You provide
the mailbox.

| will provide the cement, wood,
mortar, nails etc. You choose or
create the design. Prices vary
according to the design.

Contact: Mark (504) 723-7318
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money?

The company for women Can you use
some extra

cash? Try Avon!!l Avon is easy to
sell, no experience necessary.
It cost only $10.00 to start. You
can become your own boss or
just earn extra money. Whether
you are interested in purchasing
Avon products or becoming an
Avon Representative yourself, |
can assist you.

Call June - 504-606-1362

I will explain everything and help
you to get started.

PROMPT PROFESSIONAL
TAX SERVICE
4639 Magazine Street

(located mside
Ace Cash Express)

Ask for LISA
CALL - 504-298-6407

Referral Fees and Register to win

up to $20,000.00 in cash.

Mention you saw the ad in
DATA NEWS WEEKLY

To receive a $25.00 discount
on your Tax Preparation.

Red Hot Deals!

Data News Weekly special
offer for Non-Profits and Small
Businesses

Call Now!
(504) 821-7421
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